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Terms.—Foor Doxiuars per annum, in advance, 


. q or if remilted before the expiration of the first month 
after the commencement of a volume ;—vtherwise Five 


Dollars will be charged. Three copies will be sent to 
one address upon the receipt of Ten Dollars, and 


seven copies upon the receipt of Twenty Dollars. 


Subscribers may remit, at our risk, by mail ; and 


4g current bills, of sound banks, in any of the Slates, 
| will be accepted in payment. 








ae: 





Chronicle, 


APPL LLL LLL LL LLLP 





APP PLP LLL 


EMIGRATION TO CaLirorNiA —The New York 
Herald states the emigration to California to be 
18 341, in 270 
clusive of overland emigrants. 


—- —~@e—_______—— 
DeatH OF B. A. Biptack, Charge d’ Affaires al 


Bogota.--A recent arrival at New York brings in- 
telligence of the death of Mr. Bidlack, Charge 
d’ Affaires of the United States to New Granada, 
of an apoplectic fit, on the Gth January. He was 


vessels. This is, of course, ex- 


universally lamented, both by natives and his 
countrymen. 


tii 
_—_— 





From Mextco.—The new Congress was instal- 
led in the Capitol on the 28th ult., Joaquin Na- 
riega was elected President; Francisco de Cue- 
vas, Vice President; Villary Bocanegra and 
Perez y Fernandez, Secretaries. 

In order to put a stop to the extensive smug- 
gling carried on since the conclusion of peace, 
the Government has equipped a brigantine guar- 
da-costa, at an expense of ten thousand dollars. 


onde linaattctatesinan 

CoaL aT hednnes. —An inexhaustible mine 
of biiuminous coal, says a letter from Acapulco, 
has been discovered, within 
one-and-a-half miles of that place. Deposites of 
coal having been recently announced as existing 


dated February 5, 


atthe Straits of Magellan, and as they are known 
lo exist on the coast of Chik, there are now upon 
our extended line of travel on the Pacific from 
Cape Horn to Vancouver’s island, no obstacle to 


the employment of steam navigation to any ex- 
lent, 


Mr. Hannecan.— Tne Washington correspondent 
of the New York Commercial writes : 


It is now understood that Mr. Hannegan will 
be allowed to proceed to Berlin, until such time 
as arrangements can be made for appointment of 
his successor. In this respect he has expressed 
his readiness to consult the wishes of the Admi- 
histration, and conform promptly to an intimation 
of recall, when it may be made. Mr. Fay will 
remain for the present Secretary under Mr. Han- 
hegan. Mr. Gales Seaton (son of the editor of 
lne Intelligencer) has been appointed Secretary to 
Mr, Donelson, at the Germanic Confederation. 


ae 
——r 


THe Cuncaso FLoop.—Thie Cleveland Herald 
states that Chicago has been visited by a monster 
flood resulting in a vast destruction of property 
and loss of life. 










hast risen six feet, and: wept off the bridges ma 

shipping. The following vessels are jammed to- 
gether: Brig Worth, damaged $1000 or more ; 
brig Ashland, $500. Several vessels are out in 
the lake and considerably damaged. A number 
of Jumber vessels have sunk. Nearly all of the 
canal boats are destroyed and gone into the lake. 
Several docks are completely destroyed. The 
water is rising and much apprehension is felt. 
Three or four lives have been lost by the falling 
of spars. The damage thus far to property, is 
estimated from $100,000 to bore 000. 


——__—_—______—.4@e— indienne 


CanapA.—The bill for the payment of losses 
sustained by the rebellion of 1837 having passed 
both Houses, it now only awaits the signature 
of the Governor to become a law. The excile- 
ment on the occasion, especially in Canada West, 
is extreme. The ultra loyalists are indignant 
beyond measure. The Montreal Courier declares 
that the bonds—if issued—never will be paid ; 

and a letter from that city, published in the To- 
ronto Pairiot, closes with this mysterious intima- 


tion :—‘* The rumor that H's Excellency wiil 


does this, the ministry must resign ; and, if he 
should sanction it, and it becomes the law of the 
land, what then? Why, to hazard a prophetic reply 
to so fearful a question, ] should say, a Conven- 
TION AT Kinaston.” 
eS Cae 

SenATE OF THE Unirep Srares.—Death of a 
member elect of the Thirty-first Congress.—A letter 
from the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
was received on the 20th inst., announcing the 
decease of the Hon. Rodolphus Dickin on, of 
Ohio, at his lodgings in Washington. 

Mr. Chase thereupon arose and pronounced a 
eulogy on the character of the deceased, and 
moved the customary resolutions. 


soon after removed to Ohio. He was first elected 
by the Legislature of the latter State as a mem- 


gress from the sixth district of Ohio, Subse- 
quently, the next year, he was re-elected to the | 
‘hirty-first Congress by a large majority; and, 
during his course of public service enjoyed the | 


gree. 
His funeral took place on the 2lst inst., from 


ed by the President; Messrs. Clayton, Ewing, 
Meredith and Johnson of the Cabinet, and the 
Senate in a body. 


National Affairs. 
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“CIVIL APPOINTMENTS, 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
George Evans, of Maine, Caleb B. Smith, of In- 
diana, and Robert T’.. Paine, of North Carolina, to 
be Commissioners under the act of the Congress 
of the United States, of the 3rd of March, 1849, 
entitled ‘* An act to carry into effect certain stipu- 
lations of the treaty between the United States 
of America and the Republic of Mexico, of the 











The water on the South branch of the river 


Qnd day of February, 1848.” 
William Carey Jones, of Louisiana, to be Secre- 


reserve the bill is more rife than ever, and if he} 


Fa to “the nord. of Bisnmeimioners appointed 
under the said act. 

Charles K. Smith, of Ohio, to be Secretary of 
the Territory of Minnesota. 

Aaron Goodrich, of Tennessee, to be Chief Jus- 
tice, and David Cooper, of Pennsylvania, and Ben- 
jamin B. Meeker, of Kentucky, to be Associate 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, for said Territory. 

Henry L. Moss, of Minnesota, to be Attorney of 
the United States for said Territory. 

Joshua L. Taylor, of Minnesota, to be Marshal 
of the United States for said Territory. 

James G. Campbell, of Louisiana, to be Judge 
of the District Court of the United States for the 
Western district of Louisiana. 

H nry Boyce, of Louisiana, to be Attorney of 
the United States for said district. 

John E. King, of Louisiana, to be Marshal of 
the United States for said district. 

William B. Scott, of Louisiana, to be Marshal 
of the United States for the Eastern district of 
Louisiana. 

Thomas C. Perkins, of Connecticut, to be At- 
torney of the United States for the district of 
Connecticut, in the place of Jonathan Stoddard. 

Gales Seaion, of the District of Columbia, to 
be Secretary of the Legation of the United States 
to the Federal Government of Germany. 

Thomas Ewing, Jr., to be Secretary to the Pre} 
sident to sign !and patents. 

Andrew M. Tutt, of Missouri, to be Register of 
the Land Office at Clinton, Missouri, in the place 
of Wilkins Watson, resigned. 

Richard B. Dallam, of St. Louis, Missouri, to be 
Receiver of Public Moneys at St. Louis, in the 
place of Edward Dobyus, whose term of office 
has expired. 

Septimus Caldwell, of Grenada, Mississippi, to 
be Keceiver of Public Moneys at Grenada, Mis- 
sissippi, in the place of George 8S. Goilady, whose 
term of office has expired. 

John T. Brooke, of Chickasaw county, Mississip- 














Mr. Dickinson was born in the State of Mas- | 
sachusetts, graduated at Williams College, and| whose term of office has expired. 


ber of the Board of Public Works, and afterward | 
by the people a member of the Thirtieth Con- | 
confidence of his constituents in an eminent de- | 


the Hall of the House of Representatives, attend- | 


pi, to be Register of the Land Office at Pontotoc, 
Mississippi, in the place of Audrew J. Edmonson, 


William Lyon, of Demopolis, Alabama, to be 
Receiver of Public Moneys at Demopolis, in the 
place of David E. Moore, whose term of office 
has expired. 

John Shelby, Postmaster at Nashville, Tennes- 
see, vice L. B. Cheatham, whose commission has 
‘expired. 

William Pennington, of New Jersey, to be Go- 
vernor of the Territory of Minnesota. 
| William S. Scott, of Louisiana, to be Marshal 
of the United States for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana. 

George M. Dewey, of Flint, Michigan, to be 
Receiver of Public Moneys at Genessee, Michi- 
gan, vice Charles C. Hascall, whose term has ex- 
pired. 


| 


Appointments in the Navy. 
Francis M. Gunnell, to be an Assistant Surgeon 
in the Navy, vice Alexander Robinson, deceased. 





| First Assistant Enginecr Jesse Gay to be a 


Chief Engineer in the Nayy from the 31st Octo- 
iber, 1848, vice John Faron, Jr., resigned. 
Collectors of the Customs. 

Richard C. Holmes, Great Egg Harbor, New 
Jersey, vice Robert B. Risley, whose commission 
has expired. 

John S. Rhea, Brasos Santiago, Texas (new of- 
Jice.) 

Edwin Rose, Sag Harbor, New York, vice 
Abel Huntington, whose commission has expired. 

James Collier, San Francisco, California, (new 
office. ) 
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Surveyors of the Customs. 
William B. Norris, Philadelphia, vice John Da- 
vis, whose commission has expired. 
Gordon Forbes, Yecomico, Virginia, re-appoin- 
ted. 
Robert Butler, Smithfield, Virginia, re-appointed. 


el 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC AND INSTRUC- 
TIONS TO POSTMASTERS. 


Relative to the Rating of Letters, the Return of Dead 
Letters, Transient Newspapers, and the Postmark- 
ing of Letiers conveyed by the British and United 
States International Mails. 


Hereafter, when a letter exceeds an ounce in 
weight, but does not.exceed two ounces, it will 
be rated with four charges of single postage ; 
when it exceeds two ounces, but does not exceed 
three, it will be rated with six charges of single 
postage ; and so on, there being a single postage 
for the first half ounce, a double charge for the 
first ounce, and two additional charges for each 
succeeding ounce, or fraction of an ounce, beyond 
the first ounce. This is ordered in virtue of the 
provisions of an act of Congress, approved March 
3, 1849. 

And, in pursuance of the same act, it is re- 
quired that Jetters which are refused at the office 
of delivery, by the parties addressed, and letters 
which for any other cause, shall be immediately 
returned to the Dead Letter Office in Washing- 
ton, under address to the Third Assistant Post- 
master General, without waiting the time for ad- 
vertising, as heretofore required in relation to this 
class of dead letters. They must in every case 
be marked in red ink on the face, with an entry 
showing they are refused, or the cause that pre- 
vents their delivery ; also stamped with the stamp 
of office, and, with a view to the proper adjust- 
ment of the accounts, be placed under post-bill 
to the Dead Letter Office. 

Transient newspapers [that is, papers not sent 
from the office of publication] will hereafter be 
Subject, in virtue of the act aforesaid, to the gene- 
ral newspaper postage rate only; that is, one 
cent for any distance in the same State, and one- 
and-a-half cent for any distance exeeeding one 
huudred miles, where the newspaper is sent from 
one State into another. But postage on such 
newspaper is in all cases to be pre-paid, as here- 
tofore. 

In respect to British mails, where the official 
postage entries on the letters received are in red 
ink, the letter is to he considered as paid, and is 
to be delivered accordingly; where in blaek ink, 
as unpaid, and the postage is to be collected. 
Postage in such cases 1s either wholly paid or 
wholiy unpaid. 

The postage figures on such letters show, on 
the puid letters, to be credited to the United 
States ; on the unpaid letters, the amount charged 
to ihe United States. ‘che postage to be collec- 
ted from unpaid British letters is in all cases to 
be whatever may be their credit or debit figures, 
twenty-four cents when single, with an additional 
tweniy-lour cents for each additional rate, and, 
after the first ounce, each letler exceeding that 
weight is to be charged forty-eight ceuts, for each 
additional ounce or fraction of an ounce. 

J. COLLAMER, Postmaster General. 

Post Office Department, March 15, 1849. 





Arms anD Ammunition For CALIFORNIANS.— 


The Secretary ot War has published the toliow- 
ing notice : 


Murch 14, 1849. 


The following regulations will govern in issuing 
arms and ammuniion, under the resolution of Con- 
gress, approved March 2, 184Y. 


1. Each applicant must send to the War De- 
partment ap affidavit that it is his bona fide inteo- 
lion to emigrate to Oregon, Calitoima, or New 
Mexico, as (he case may be, a. d must state dis- 
tincily what arms and ammunition Le requires. 

2. Ou receipt of an application and aftidavit as 
above state, a sufficient supply of the arms and 
Awinunilion desiguated by hin, to arm and equip 
€ach wuppiicaul, may be delivered to him, or his 
Order, on payment of the cost thereof; provided 


War DeparTMeEnt, 














——————__——_ 
the government has such arms, and the saine can 
be-sold without detriment to the public service ;« 
and, if not, then the applicant may receive such 
other arms and ammunition as he shall select on 
the same condiiions. 

3. Arms and ammunition, furnished as above, 
will be delivered to each applicant, or to his 
authorized agent at the nearest or most conve- 
nient arsenal where the arms may be. The place 


of delivery by the applicant should be designa- 
ted. 





Tue Nationa Revenve.—An act passed at 
the late session of Congress, requires the pay- 
ment, at as early a day as practicable, after the 
30th of June next, of all moneys received to the 
use of the United State’, into the public treasury, 
without deduction for salary, fees, costs, charges, 
or any other claim whatever. The collection of 
the Post Office revenues is not, however, affected 
by this act. , 

Tne Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
to pay, through the Collectors of Customs, all 
debentures, drawbacks, bounties and allowances, 
after the 30th June next; and debenture certifi- 
cates may be received in payment of duties at the 
custom-house where issued. 

The Secretary is also required to submit to 
Congress estimates of the expense of collecting 
the revenue from customs and public lands, and 
an appropriation is made to defray that expense, 
from the 30th of June next, up to the end of the 
first half of the next fiscal year, and till Congress 
shall make specific appropriations therefor, pro- 
vided that the sum disbursed therefor shall not 
exceed the rate of $1,500,000 per annum, in ad- 
dition to the amount paid into the treasury for 
drayage, cartage, labor and storage. 

After June 30th, warehoused goods may be 
withdrawn for exportation, within two years of 
the time at which they were stored, and for con- 
sumption in the U. States within one year; but 
goods subject to duty may not be entered or ex- 


ported for drawback, after having been withdrawn | 


from the custody of officers of the customs. This 
however does not modify the transit act, relative 
to exports to Canada and Chihuahua. 

All collectors, and surveyors acting as such, 
will be required to enter into new bonds, with 
sureties, before June 30th, for such sum and in 
snch form as the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
direct. 

At the commencement of every session of Con- 
gress, the Secretary of the Treasury is required 
to report the amount of money expended at each 
of the United States custom-houses, during the 
preceding fiscal year, the number of persons em- 
ployed therein, and the occupation and salary of 
each.— MN. Y. Jour. Com. 





Fension Laws —Among the documents order- 
ed to be printed by the last Congress was one 
embracing the Pension Laws now in force, to- 
gether with certain regulations touching the sub- 
ject. Asitis one of pretty geueral interest the 
Intelligencer has taken the trouble to prepare a 
brief abstract of the more important features of 
these laws, which ts in suostance as follows: 


In substantiating a claim all evidence shall be 
taken on oath or affirmation, before the judge of 
the district, or one of the judges of the States 
or Teiritory in which the ciaimant resides, or 
before some person specially authorized by com- 
mission from said judge. 

Pensioners in States and Territories, where 
there are no pension agents, are lo be paid at the 
seat of Government. ; 

Volunteers disabled in the service are to be 
pensioned, 

Pensions are granted to all officers who served 
to the end of the Revolutionary war in the cou- 
\inental army. 

‘The wicow or children are entitled to receive 
the balance due in the case of a deceased pen- 
sioner. 

Provision is made for all persons who served 
six months in the army, militia, or pavy during 
the Revolutionary war. 

W idews and orphans of officers and soldiers of 
the militia, rangers, sea fencibses, and volunteers 
who have dicd since 1813 are entitled to five 
years’ hall pay, 

The widows cf revolutionary officers are al- 











= eee 
lo wed pensions for the time they remain unmar. 
ried. 

The brothers and sisters of deceased soldiers of 
the Mexican war are entitled to the land which 
would have been clain.ed by the soldier if living, 

Svidiers of the war of 1812 may select yey 
land is the first warrants were located on Jang 
unfit for cultivation. 

Invalids of the navy are allowed pensions. 

Five years’ pensions, amounting to half the 
monthly pay to which the deceased was entitled 
at the time of his death, are allowed to widows 
and children of navy officers slain in service, 
The same is true with regard to all persons slain 
in the naval service, including men, marines, ep. 
gineers, firemen, aud coal heavers. 

In the document there are a great many tech. 
nical regulations. All persons who feel an inte. 
rest in the pension Jaws may obtain a copy of the 
document by addressing a member of Congress, 
or by applying to the Secretaries of War and 
Navy or of the Home Department. 








New Derartmtnt —The title of the act of 
Congress is ** Home Department,” the alteration 
having been made by the House after the passage 
of the bill. Objection was made to the alteration 
of the bill to make it conform to the title, and it 
was sent to the Senate towards the close of the 
late session, in the hope that such amendments 
would there be made. But they were not. And 
hence the title “ establishes” the ‘ Home De- 
partment” and the first section of the bill ‘* creates 
the Department of the Interior,’ which is the 
name by which the new department is officially 
designated.—.National Whig. 


APPROPRIATIONS BY CONGRESS, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1848, 
Indian Department. 
For current and contingent expenses of 


the Department $34 900 
Chippewas of Saquian 5,300 
Chippewas, Menomonies, Winnebagoes ; 

and New York Indians 1,900 
Chippewas of Lake Superior and Mis- 

sippi 104 800 
Chickasaws ’ 3 UU 
(Choctaws 43 945 
Creeks 61,930 
Delawares JU ,244 
Florida Indians, or Seminoles 7,U00 
lowas 7,875 
Kic kapoos 5,000 
Kansas 1,000 
Miamis 42 530 
Eel Rivers (Miamis) 1,100 
Menomonies 42 530 
Owahas 1,440 
Ottoes and Missourias 5,040 
Oitowas 4 300 
Ottowas and Chippewas 62,540 
Osages 26,656 
P ankeshaws and Pawnees 1 ,8u0 
Poltlawottamies 1]5 Sd 
Quapaws 4 420 
New York Indians 14,250 
Sioux or Mississippi 38,750 
Sucs and Fuxes vi Missouri and Mis- 

Sissippi 64,650 
Senecas and Shawnees 6,980 
W yandotts end Weas 21 yy0 
W innebagoes 97,110 
Menomounies 136,000 
Miscellaueous 18,478 

Total — $1,003,168 
Post Office Deparimeni. 
For transportation of the mails within 

the United States $2,540,000 
For transportation of the mail in steam- 

ships to Bremen, in addition to $383,- 

UUU unexpended 16,391 
For travsportation from Charleston to , 

Havana 50,000 
For transportation to other ports in 

Florida 5,000 
For Cou pensation of Postmasters 1,220,000 

Ship, steamboat, and letters 3u,U0U0 
Advertising 5u.000 
Clerks in Post Offices Qou UtU 
Miscellaneous 6U,uU0 
Oiher expenses 97 v0 

—_—— 


$4,328,391 
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Lighthouse Appropriations. 
For lighthouses, buoys, &c., in Maine $10,750 
For lighthouses, buvys, &c., in Massa- 
chusetts 38.500 
Do do in New York 30,900 
For lighthouses, buoys, &e., in New 
Jersey, (including $10,000 for surf- 
boats, and otfler apparatus for pre- 
serving life on the coast from Little 
Egg Harbor to Cape May) 25,700 
For lighthouse at Delaware break- 
water 10,000 
For spar buoys at Chester river, Mary- 
land 120 
For lights at Galveston and Sabine 
Pass, Texas 20,000 
For lighthouse at Chicago, $15,000, 
and at Calumet river, Illinois, $4,000 — 19,000 
For buoys hear Nassau river, Georgia 
and Fiorida 1,000 


For lighthouses, and surf-boats, &c., in 








Michigan 34,250 
Total $190,220 
Fortifications. 

At Detroit $20,000 

Qutlet of Lake Champlain 20.000 

Narrows of Penobscoi river 20,000 

Fort Scaumel, Poriland 5,000 
Governor’s Island (Fort Winthrop), 

Boston 10,000 
Fort Warren, do 30,000 
Fort Independence, do 10 QU0 
Fort Adams, Newport 40,000 
Fort Trumbull, New London, Ct. 10,000 
Fort Schuyler, L. 1. Sound 10,000 
Fort Wood, and Sea-Wall of Bedlow’s 

Island 15,000 | 
Fort Hamilton, N. Y¥. 10 OUU 
Fort Richmond, Staten Island 30 VUU 
Fort Lafayette 5,000 
Fort Delaware, Pea Patch Island 5U,0UU 
Fort Madison 5 VUU 
Solier’s Point Flats, Baltimore 40,0UU 
Fort Monroe, Hampton Roads 20 UUU 
Fort Caswell, N. C, 15 WUU 
Fort Macon, N. C. 5,00U 
Drunken Dick Shoal, Charleston 10 Uv 
Fort Sumter, Charleston 25 UUU 
Fort Jackson, Savannah 15 Yoo 
Fort Barraneas, Pensacola 35,000 
Fort Morgan, Mobile 15,00U 
Fort Jackson, Mississippi river 15,000 
Fort St. Philip, do 3U ,UUU 
Fort Pike, La. 10 ,UUU 
Fort Wood, La. 10 VLU 
hey West, Fa. 75 UWUO 
Garden Key, Fa. 5U,UUU0 | 
Si. Augustine, Fa. 5,u0U 
Examiuation of the Pacific Coast 6 vuU 

Total $671,000 
— 
DIPLOMATIC. 


DipLomatic Smucetinc.—The Washington cor- 
respondent of the Philadelphia North American 
Writes, under date of the Oth : 

The President has directed the recall of Mr. 
H. W. Ellsworth, as Charge d’Affuires at Stock- 
holm, upon the evidence of his participation in 
the affair which has recently been the suvject of 
80 much jnst and indignant comment in the press. 

The Washington Union, of the 22nd inst., says 
on this subject: 

‘We are unable to ascertain the facts of the 
case; but we are salishied that the late adaiinis- 
(ration had no official information to direct them 
in the consideravon of its merits. It is due, how- 
ever, lo the integrity of our country to Insiitute 
an investigation intu the truth of the case, aud to 
act accordingly.” 


and a go-cart for children, carpets, hams, flour 
and perfumery, contained in about twenty trunks 
and boxes. My refusal to aid him, as he had 
expected, aroused his avarice, and led him to 
employ ungentlemanly language in a note he 
wrote to me. My answer was conceived and 
expressed with more feeling than his own, anc 
admitted of no r€ply. As svon as | received his 
communication, | simply answered it as follows. 


* Sir— With the assurance that your polite note 
of this morning has received all the considera- 
tion itso eminently deserves, I am, &c. 

H. W. Eviswortn.’” 


These few words threw him into a most vio 
lent passion, and he is welcome to continue It al 
his pleasure. My whole action in the matter 
was right, and 1 have therefore determined to let 
it stand, without any attempt at reconciliation. 
It as, in fact, a good ‘ finale’ to the series of dis- 
agreeable interviews I have had with him. 

So much for petty quarrels, which, considering 
the person who offended™me, are hardly worth 
alluding to.” 


3. $> The President has recognized M. Guys 
as Consular Agent of the French Republic for 
San Francisco, in California. 


— 


amendment of the Senate, appropriating 1,231,- 
QUU dollars for the Cherokee claims, &c., and 
proceeded to make an explanation of the fact-— 
thal no more money should be paid to the In- 
Jians untila finul settle went was had—that the 
amount had rot yet been ascertained—that, by the 
rejection of the amendment trom the Commilies 
vl Ways and Means, the House had determined 
not to authorize an issue of Treasury Notes, and 
thatthe state of the Treasury would nut, in his 
upinion jusuly the paymeutof this debt belore it 
became due. When the debt became due, it 
would be the duy of the Government to provide 
lor its payment, but under existing circua.stances 
bot until then, 

Mr. Slephens advocated briefly the amendment, 
regarding tt as emimenily proper, and disagreeing 
with Mer. Vinton that it was a debi ia Juturo. 

Further explanations were made by Messrs. 
Vinton, Stephens, Toombs and Pollock. 

A motion to reconsider the vote rejecting the 
amendinent of the Committee of Ways and Means 
was then made and carried by a vote of 91 to 86. 

The question then recurred on the amendment, 
aid it was carried also, by a vole of—yeas 92, 
nays 8&5. 

vir. Vinton then moved that a Committee of 
Conlerence ve requested on the part of the Sen- 





a 
NAVY. 


3. >> Commopore Downs has been appointed | 
to the command of the Navy-yard at Boston. 


3. = Dr. ALexanper Rosinson, Assistant Sur- 
geon U.S. Navy, died at Pensacola, on the 11th | 
inst. 


3L>> The U. S. frigate, Raritan, was spoken | 
on the 16th inst., in lat. 36° 31‘, long. 74° 29'— | 
all weil. 
3. $> Orders have been received at the Gos-| 
port (Va.), Navy-yard to fit out the U. S. frigate, 
Coneéress. She will require docking, and repairs 
to a considerable extent. 

3 >” The U.S. sloop-of-war, Vanpauia, which 
has been hauled up, lengthened, and much im- 
proved, will be ready for launching in a few 
weeks. 


iL 5> The repairs of the steam frigate, Missis- 
SIPPI, are in a state of great forwardness, and she | 
will, in a short time, come out of the Dry Dock. | 





THIRTIETH CONGRESS. | 


SECOND SESSION. | 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS. 
Thursday, Mach 1, 1849. 


House or Representatives —Evenine Szs- 
ston —Inhalation of Gas to Destroy Pain.—Mr. 
Dizxen, 01 Connecticut, moved a reconsideration 
ol the vole of yesterday, permitting Mr. Lord io 
bring in a minority report on the subject of the 
luha,ation of vapor or gas as a means ol destroy- 
ing pain io surgical operations, with the view of 
biinging before the Huuse some facts which it 
was now too late to present to the Committee. 
The facts he referred to were contained in a let- 
ter from Dr, Marey, of Hartlord, Connecticut, 
from whicu it wili be seen that Dr. Wells, and 
not Drs. Johnson and Morton, was the real dis. 
coverer of the use of this agent. [The letter 
was then read.] Mr. Dizon desired that no un- 
favorable couciusion should be formed trom the 
circumstance that the claims of Dr. Wells were 
not presented to the Committee, and reiterated 
the belief that the merit of this discovery be- 
longed to De. Wells—that such was the opinion 
of the Parisian Medical Suciety (at the bead of 
which was the celebrated Rivord), who had 
heard the claims of Jack>on aud Morton, and 
had awarded the customary prize to the late Dr. 
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The following extract of a letter published in 
the Daily Journal at Lafayette, Indiana (the home 
residence of Mr. Elisworth), dated at Stockholm, 
Uct. 30, 1848, is in reference to this charge, and 
Would seem to fix upon another the reproach im- 
puted to himself ; 


“He (says Mr. E., alluding to a gentleman 
Whose name is purposely withneld,) had ihe im- 
Pudence to forward all the purchases he made 
“uring his journey, to my address, and to expect 
that I would rectaim the same, free of duty! Such a 
Cullecliog was never gol lugetuer Delure—sweel- 
Uicals, silk curtains, petticoats, uew linen, maps, 


| their body. 








Wells, aud voled him an hoporary member ol 


Alter this explanation the motion was with- 
drawn. 

Indian Appropriation Bill—The consideration 
of the ameudments to this bill was resumed—and 
the action of the Committee of the Whole upon 
all the amendments was concurred in, except 
that upon the amendment of the Committee ol 
Ways and Means in relation to the settlement of 
the Cherokee Claims, and the issue of ‘Treasury 
Notes—which was non-curred in—ayes 64, ways 
73. 





Mr. Vinton then moved to disagree to the 


ale to meeta com. ittce of this House, in reler- 
ence lo this Dill,—at the same time pointing out 
an error in the vill in regard to an appreprialion 
lor the Cuippewas. 

Which was agreed to, and an order passed to 
inform the Senate that two items of appropria- 
liup in this bill, amouuling together to $34,000 
were nol required. 

Tue House then adjourned. 


Friday, Mareh 2, 1849. 


In Senate.—New Senator.—Mr. Berrien pre- 
sented the credentials of the Hon. Wiltiam C. 
Dawson, choseia Sevator by the Legislature of 
Georgia fur six years from and aller the fourth 
day ol March next. 

Clerk for Committee on Claims.—A motion to 
appulnt a permanent Clerk to tue Committee vn 
Ciaims was discussed, and then laid on the table. 

Extra Pay to Volunteers.—Mr. Davis, of Missis- 
sippl, trou: the Committee on Mistary Affairs, 
made ap adverse report upon the resvlulion giv- 
ig three months’ extra pay to voluuteers in the 
Mex can War, tor each term of enlistment. 

Retirement of the Vice President. — he Vice Pre- 
sident here aruse aud addressed the Scnate as 
lullows, 

Gentlemen of the Senate: The close of my offi- 
cial term Deimg near at band, | conlorm to an es- 
lublisted and conveuient practice, by wilhdraw= 


‘lug trom the deliverations of this body, and thus 


crealing the occasion tor the choice of a tempo- 
rary President. 

lt 18 impossible for me, howcver, to do this, 
without begging you, each and ail, lo accept my 


| (banks for tue courtesy aud respect by which you 


have lighteued the Durden of my service in your 
Cauamber. 

‘The elevated principle and dignified tone which 
mark the proceedings of the Senate; the frank aud 
yei forvearing temper of ils discussions ; the mus 
(ual manifestations of conciliatory defercuce, so 
Just aud appropriate among the desalted of luge 
pendent States 5 aud the cousequest calaness aud 
precision of its leg: lative action, have attracted 
to ita very large share of venerstiva and confi- 
dence. Four years of experience convince me 
that ibis confidence is not wispiaced. It is true, 
that such an assembly, constantly bandling topics 
of the widest bearing, of the highest aud deepest 
coucern lo diversified coustitueucies, Cannel avoid 
beimg occasionally uisturbed by cuntliciing seuti- 
ments Ol palriviic duly, or by sudden bwpulses of 
feeling. But these travsient distur Dances are too 
intimately and ODvVivusly assuciaicd wilh repre~ 
sentative fidelily, wilh unquestiovavle Ireeduu uf 
debule, aud wilh a Guicgé sevse vl public bower, 
io De subject lo enine represslou Dy the siriclest 
rules of order. ‘They are, deed, rare, passing 
over the scene like flushes which du bul startle, 
and then Cease, and which serve only lo exuiuil 
in stronger relief the grave uecoruu vf Ils geue~ 
ral conduct. Long, turever, way thts character 
ve maimlained lu tue Sevate, strengthenig, as it 
canvot fail to strengthen, the atlaehment ol the 
American people to Weir admirable cupstitulion 
vi goveromenul. on 

You wiii, L trust, pardon me if I protract, for 
ap jwsiant, hese paring words, tu order by ullet 
yne or two seulimeuts, derived solely frum wy 
position a8 an agent of the nation. 









































































































































































































































om By eo pes : 
ee, ee 7 


ars 


ee3 


aS 
Cate SR ERE = 


























-the foremost which consists in practicolly up- 


196 


NILES NATIONAL REGISTER. 





e————EES — 





EE 





A right to vote upon any question pending be- 
fore this body, when its members: are equally di- 
vided, is given to the Vice President by the Con- 
Stitution; and the duly to exercise that right is 
imposed upon him by an express rule of the 
Senate. fp 

Although it so happened that equal divisions 
have occurred, during my official term, with un- 
usual frequency—not less than (thirty times—and 
although no one can be insensible to the signal 
responsibility of giving to this or the other scale, 
on such contingencies, the final preponderance, | 
am not aware of having faltered in casting my 
suffrage as, in my conscience, | believe the people 
of the United States, and especially that vast ma- 
jority of them whose judgments and affections 
cling with ever-renewing conviction and devotion 
to the harmony and duration of the Union, would 
have prescribed. Of the cardinal duties of 
American functionaries, I have deemed that to be 


holding and exemplifying the beneficence, inue- 
pendent social organization, equality, and frater- 
nity, so distinctly and directly incuicated in the 
Constitution. Nor, Senators, is any man fit to 
participate in the government of great societies, 
with elements combined as ours are, who hesi- 
tates about disobliging the few who have access 
to or surround him, tor the sake of the many 
whom he can never see. In these reflections lies 
the simple and safe rule of truly patriotic action. 
] am fat from the self-flattery of supposing that 
the deciding votes so ollen, and sometimes so 
suddenly, required at my hands, contormed uner- 
ringly to this rule; but 1 cannot repress the hope 
that time ard trial will prove them to have been 
as positively right as | am ab olutely certain they 
were rightly milended, 

My draft, gentlemen, on your generous indul- 
gence is a heavy one, when Lask you to forget or 
overlook the many imperfections with which the 
duties of the chair have been discharged. Its 
Jabors, occasionally more arduous and anxious, 


are always more absorbing than is generally sup-| 


posed; aod 1 undertook them with an oppressive 
cunsciousness of inexperience. Now that lam 
finally relieved from the burden, let me say that 
I shall take back to the private pursuits, whence 
l was unexpectedly called, the most graielul re- 
collections of your kindness, and an ardent wish 
that your toils to advance the prosperity of a 
country beloved by us all may be rewarded by 
the purest public favor, and by prolonged lives ot 
happiness and honor. 


President of Senate, pro tempore.—On motion of 
Mr. Benton, Mr. dichison, ot Mo., was then ap- 
peinted President of the Senate, pro lem. 

Mr. Atchison sai’, on taking the chair— 

Senators: | cannvt retrain from returning to 
you wy heartfelt thanks for the repeated honors 
you have conferred on me; and I can only re- 
new the pledge that | made when this honor was 
first conierred on me—that 1 will endeavor to 
discharge the duties of the station faithfully aud 
impartially, 

Mr. Webster rose and said: Mr. President, we 
have witnessed, sir, the retirement from the 
chair of the Vice President of the United States, 
who hes presided over the deliberations of this 
body for luur years. {It has happened to me wo 
have been a member of the Senate from the 
time when he took his seat as its presiding offi- 
cer, and il gives me great pleasure, sir, lo per- 
form the duty which | now rise to discharge, by 
offering a resvlution, appropriate, | hope the Se- 
nate will think, to this occasion. | propose a 
resolution, gravely aud most respecttuily tender- 
ing the thanks of this body to the Vice President 
of the United States, for ihe ability and impar- 
tiality with which he has presided over its de- 
liberations during the time he has filled the chair. 
_ Mr. W., in cuuclusiop, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution ; 


Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the 





the following very interesting remarks in regard 
to the history and merits of the publication : 

Mr. Pearce said that it was proper that he 
should state to the Senate briefly the object of 
that resolution. It was to aid in the publication 
of a work of very great importance to the public, 
the history of the Congressional proceedings of 
the first three Congresses. The Senate was aware 
that they had no early Congressional proceedings, 
except for the first Congress under the Constitu- 
tion; and then subsequently to 1824, the history 
of the first Congress was compiled by Gales, se- 
nior, father of the present editor of the National 
Intelligencer. The Register of Debates com 
menced in 1824, and ran on to 1837, inclusive, in 
the Congressional Globe, and Niles’ National 
Register. The history of the debates and pro- 
ceedings of the first two or three Congresses was 
compiled by the same gentleman who compiled 
the history of the first Congress. It was that they 
proposed to publish, and fur which they had ask- 
ed the aid of the Government; and in order to 
show the necessity of the public patronage, he 
would mention the fact that but twenty copies of 
the Congressicnal Register of Debates had been 
purchased by private individuals. Mr. Gales was 
the reporter to the House of Representatives 
trom 1795 to 1799, inclusive, and he has furnish- 
ed the only authentic Congressional bistory of 
that period which they could have. He would 
only add further, as an authority for the propo- 
sition which he had submitted, that Judge Story 
had said in relation to his great work upon the 
Constitution, that he had derived invaluable as- 
sistance from the history of the proceedings of 
the first Congress, and that he had experienced 
great inconvenience for the want of the history of 
the proceedings of the subsequent Congresses. 
That work which they proposed to publish re- 
| flected light on the danger and operations of the 
Government; its policy, and ail that was impor- 
tant to be known in regard to il, Ils pawers, its 
duties, and its policy. It was such a work as 
England had in the history of her parliamentary 
prcceedings. It was a mere continuation of the 
policy which Congress had already commenced. 


ed. 

The joint resolution was then reported to the 
Senate, ordered toa third reading, read a third 
time and passed. 

Remitting of Duties on Goods destroyed by fire at 
New York.—On motion of ir, Hunter, ot Vir- 
ginia, the Senate then took up the bill in favor 
of remitting the duties on goods destroyed by 
the great fice in New York, in the summer ot 
13845. Mr. Hunter moved to substitute another 
bill un the same subject, which differs from that 
under consideration by excluding insurers from 
the benefit of the bill. 

Mec. Webster said that after a few remarks he 
would move to lay that bill on the table. There 
was a bill from the House which he could sup- 
port, but he saw no principle in the bill before 
them but mere partiality. ‘The bill assumed to 
pay the owners of the goods, and excluded the 


the juss, {frum indemnification. The loss on the 
insurance was as mucha loss as that on the 
goods, and the idea was strange to him that the 
insurers should receive no indemnification, who 
had owned the property to the extent of their 
interest, because ihey had a three per cent. com- 
Mission which had been lost in the insurance. 
These had a just claim for compensation, and to 
iry the sense of the Senate, he would move to 
lay on the table. 

Mr. Phelps made some remarks, and said he 
would move lo strike out that expression in the 
bill which related to Insurance Companies. 

Mr. Hunter stated that this was the precise 
discrimimation which had been made in relererce 
to the sufferers from the fire of 1835. That bill, 





Sevate wre due, and are hereby tendered, to George 
M. Vallas, Vice President of the Uniied States and 
President of the Senate, for the dignity and impar- 
uality with which he has presided uver the delibera- 
tious, 

_ ‘The question being taken upon the resolution, 
it was agreed to. 


Report of Debates and Proceedings.—Mr. Pearce, 
from the Committee on the Library, reported the 
House resolution for the purchase of ove thou- 
sand copies of this work, and asked the immedi- 
ale consideration of the reeviution. ‘Thereupon, 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, con- 
sidered the said resolution, when Mr. Pearce made 








aS this, discriminates between the insurer and 
| the importer. ‘Ihe former was paid for the risk 
he runs—while such was not the case of the im- 
porter. 

Mr. Badger was opposed to the bill and sub- 
Siilule, aud would move to lay both on the table. 

The motion was negatived—ayes 16, nsys 19. 

Alter some further remarks trom Mr. Brad- 
bury, vir. Phelps, Mr. Caihoun, Mr. Hunter and 
Mr. Webster, ihe motion of Mr. Webster ww lay 
oo the tabie, was agreed to. 

[The grouod taken by Mr. Calhoun was that 
the dealer, who is not insured, stauds in very 
much the same position with bim who is insured. 





But it was unnecessary to dwell ionger on this) 
subject. He hoped the resolution would be adopt- | 


underwriters of similar goods, who had paid for | 


- 
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pay for insurance, freight, expenses, and general 
hazards. The dealers charge an additional Price 
to cover the risk of fire, and are therefore sej,. 
insured. Each man, not insured by others, shoujq 
be considered as self-insured. } 

Distribution of Books.— A resolution to furnish 
certain books to Senators who had not herety. 
fore received them, after some discussion, wa, 
laid upon the table. 

The Senate went into Executive session, an, 
continued therein until the hour of recess. 


Evenine Session.—Nival Appropriations.—T}, 
bill making apprcpriation for the Naval Servicg 
for the year ending June 30, 1850, was consider. 
ed. 

Several amendments from the Committee op 
Finance were considered and agreed to. 

Mr. Yulee, from the Committee on Naval Aj. 
fairs, submitted an amendment extending {h. 
time in the contract with E. K. Collins & Co, — 
also, an amendment appropriating $10,000 fo, 
the purchase of Bishop’s boom-derrick for the 
use of the Navy of the United States—also, a) 
amendment increasing the salaries of Engineers 
in the Navy; which were severally agreed to. 

Mr. Benton, from the Select Committee on the 
subject, submitted an amendment appropriating 
$20,000 to be expended in an inquiry into the 
practicability of substituting electro-magnetic 
power for steam ; which was agreed to. 

A proposition by Mr. Cameron to authorize 4 
contract, at a sum not exceeding $75,0U0 per ap. 
num, with any parties who may contract to cop. 
struct a plank road across the Isthmus of Panana, 
for the transportation of troops, supplies and wy. 
nitions of war on said road, was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading 
and passed. 

Post Office Approprialions.—The Senate next 
took up the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Post office Department. 

Mr. Niles, moved to amend by engrafling upon 
the bill a clause reducing the rates of postage 
and establishing uniform rates for all distances. 

On taking the question, the amendment was re 
jected by yeas 2U, nays 26. 

Mr. Niles then suvmitted an amendment ma 
king a wiodification in the rates of postage, in 
order to give effect to the postal treaty recently 
concluded with Great Britain. This amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. Niles also submitted a further amendment, 
authorizing the Postmaster General to enter into 
a contract for the transportation of the mail from 
New York to New Orleans, across the peninsula 
of Florida, in five days ; which was rejected. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
passed. 

The General Appropriation Bill returned from 
the House, was then taken up, when Mr. Ather- 
ton moved that the Senate insist on its amend 
ment, and disagree to the amendment of tle 
House. He likewise asked for a commitiee ol 
conference which was agreed lo. 

General Shields.—Mr. Douglas presented the 
credentials of James Shields, elecied a Senator 
from the State of Iilinois for six years from tle 
Sth inst. ; which were read. 


Friday, March 2, 1848. 


House or Representatives.—Treaty wilh 
Mezico.—The Committee of the Whole being 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill which passed the Senate at the last sessiop, 
and was on the 17ih January Jast reported back 
from the House Committee of Ways and Meas, 
with amendments, “ to carry into effect certall 
stipulations of the treaty between the United 
States and Mexico, of the 2d February 1843,” 
was taken up. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll offered a substitute for the 
bill, which, aller debate, was rejected ; and the 
bill, with the amendments repurted trom thé 
Committee on Foreign Relations, was then read 
ihe third time and passed. 

[The bill as amended, provides for the 4p- 
poitment of three Commissioners by the Pres! 
dent, with the advice and consent of the Senale 
who shall meet in Washington at some early dy 
designated by the President, whose duty it shall 
be tu receive and examine all claims of citizens 
of the United Siates upon the Republic of Mex' 
co, provided for 10 the treaty, which may 
presented to them, and to decide thereon accor 
ing to the provisions of the treaty, and of te 
first and filth article of the unratified convention 
concluded at the city of Mexico on the 2uih No 
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secretary for the Board, versed in the Spanish 
and English languages, for a Clerk, for all need- 
ful rules and regulations, that the Secretary of 
State shall give public notice of the time for the 
frst meeting of the Board, when designated by 
the President, that the compensation of the 
Commissioners shall be $3,000 each, per annum, 
Secretary $2,000, and Clerk $1,500. 

And further, that the Commissioners shall re- 

ortto the Secretary of State a listof all the 
several awards made by them, and a certified 
copy thereot shall be by him transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, who shall thereupon 
distribute, in ratable proportions among the per- 
sons in whose favor the awards shall have been 
made, the amount stipulated in the fifteenth arti- 
cle of said treaty, (veing three and one-fourth 
millions of dollars,) according to the proportions 
which their respective awarus shall bear to the 
said three and one-quarter mijlions of dollars, 
first deducting such sums of money as may be 
due the United States from said persons in whose 
favor said awards shall be made. 

And further, that said Secretary shall thereup- 
on cause certificates of United States stocks to 
be issued to the said parties, respectively, or 
their Jegal representatives, for the amount to 
which they may be entitled, which stock shall 
bear an interest of six per cent. per annum until 
paid, and redeemable al any time, at the plea- 
sure of the United States, or pay the same in 
money, at the option of the United States. 

And further that the said board shall terminate 
iis business within two years from the day of 
ils organization. 

And turther, provision is made for decision by 
the Unitad States Courts for persons other than 
those in whose favor awards may be made.] 

Civil and Dip'omatic Bill.— Vir. Vinton, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, reported this 
bill, with the recommendation that certain of the 
amendments of the Senate, be concurred in—that 
oilbers be disagreed to,—and that others be 
amended. 

Army and Fortification bills.—These bills, with 
the amendmet ts thereto by the Senate, were re- 
ferred to the Committee oi Ways and Means. 

Civil and Diplomatic bill —‘The amendments of 
the Senate aud the amendments thereto reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, to this 
bill were considered in Committee of the Whole, 
sud aller ashort time the bill was reported to 
the House with the amendments which had been 
coucurred in. 

The appropriations of $30,000 for the com- 
pletion ot the City Hall,—of g2U,000 for the pur- 
chase of the papers of George Washington,—and 





James Munroe, were severally agreed to. 

The amendment (Mr. Walker’s) of the Senate, 
exlending the Constitution and laws of the United 
Slates over the territories of New Mexico and 
Calilornia, for which the House committee of 
Ways aud Means to day recummmended a substi- 
lule, embracing substantially the proposition of 
Mr. Dayton in the Senate, vut turther providing 
for the exercise of the right of habeas curpus ana 
trial by jury, and against the declaration of wartial 
law, except in case of Courts Martial for the trial 
ol persons connected with the army and navy, was 
next copsidered 5 and the amendment having been 
read, and also the substitute, Mr. Wentworth 
moved to amend the former, by affixing thereto 
the * Wilmot Proviso; upon which the tellers 
being ordered, Mr. Wentworth’s amendment was 
rejected, 8Y to 96. 

The hour of half-past three having arrived, 
the Committee rose aud the House took the usual 
recess, 

Evenine Session.—The House resumed the 
cousideration of the Civil and Diplomatic bill, 
and the question being on concurring in the 
4smeudment of the Committee of Ways and Means 
lo the Senate amendment, a motion to amend 
the latter, by substituting the ordisance of 1787 
Was jost by a vote of 81 yeas to 85 nays. 


On mouon of Mr. Schenck, the words * west | 


of the Rio del Norte” were siricken out of the 
Senale ameodment, so as to. make it cover ail 
the territory acquired frou Mexico, by a vote of 
J3 yeas to 51 nays. 

Mr. Sydney Lawrence moved to amend the Se- 
Nale amendment so as to provide that it shail 
not be consirued to extend the cvuastwise slave 
trade to Catifturnia or New Mexico. Lost by a 
Vole of 8Y yeas to 92 nays. 

_ Mr. Rockwell, oi Cunn., moved an amendment 
liming ihe provisional government of the new 
territories to a continuagce of six months aiter 





the rising of the next Congress, unless it shall 
bave been repealed before the expiration of that 
period. 

The amendment was adopted, by yeas 90, 
nays 82. 

Mr. Hunt submitted an additional proviso, to 
the effect that the law of Mexico, abolishing sla- 
very in the said territories, shall remain in full 
force until repealed by an act of Congress, which 
was adopted—yeas 98, nays 87. 

A motion, by Mr. Meade, that nothing therein 
contained shall infringe upon the rights of any 
State of this Union, secured by the Constitution, 
was lost without a division. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
it was rejected without a division. So also the 
amendment of the Senate (Mr. Walker’s) was 
rejected without a division. 

The action of the Committee of the Whole 
was then reported to the House. 

And the question being again put on concur 
ring in the amendment (Mr. Walker’s) of the 
Senate, it was disagreed to—ayes 106, nays 114. 

Authority was given to the Committee on En- 
graving to contract for the drawings intended to 
accompany the Patent Office Report; also to 
the Secretary of the Senate, the Cierk of the 
House, and the Clerk of the Committee on Print- 
ing to audit tne accounts of the public printers 
curing the recess, now exercised by the joint 
Committee on Printing. 

Iowa and Wisconsin.—The bill supplementary 
lo the acts for the admission of these States into 
the Union, was taken up, amended, and passed. 





Army and Fortification Bills —Mr. Vinton, from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, reported 
back these bills with the amendments of Senate, 
and other amendments thereto ; which were con- 
sidered, and concurred In. 

Indemnity for Horses and other properly lost in 
the Service of the United States.— Tue Senate’s 
amendment to this bill was taken up and con- 
curred in. 

Imprisonment for Debt.—The bill abolishing 
imprisonment tor debt was taken up and passed. 

Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company.—The bill 
granting the right of way lo this Compaiy was 
taken up, amended, and passed. 


Naval and Lighthouse Appropriation Bills.—The 
former, with the amendmeuls of Senate, was re- 
ferrred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and the latter to the Committee of the Whole. 

Fortifications —The House then entered into 
the consideration of the bill making appropria- 
tions for fortification purposes; when, alter some 


, | debate, the amendments passed by the Senate 
ofa like sum tor the purchase of the papers of | 


were disagreed to. 

Minnesota Territory. — While this bill was under 
consideration a Communication was received from 
the Senate, stating that they had disagreed to 
the amendment made by the House to the Civil 
and Diplomatic Appropriation Bill. 

Mr. Vinton rose, and asked for a Committee 
of Conlerence to take the bill under copsidera- 
tion which was granted on the part of the House. 

Post Office Appropriation Bill.— The. bill, with 
the amendments of the Senate, was referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

And then the House adjourned 


Saturday, March 3, 1849. 


In Senate.—.Vew Senators.—Mr. Atherton pre- 
sented the credentials vf Muses K. Norris, elec- 
ted a Senator from the State of New Hampshire 
for six years from the 4th inst. 

Mr. Bright presented the credentials of James 
Whitcomb, Senator elect from the State of ILu- 
diana. 

Which were read, and laid on the table. 

Slavery Petitions.—Mr. Sturgeon presented pe- 
lilions from citizens of Pennsylvania, in favor 
of the abolition of slavery in the District—also 
against the extension uf slayery to the territories 
of the United States. 

Upper California.—Mr. Diz, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported the bill extending 
the United States revenue jaws over the district 
of Upper California, without amendment. 

And, after some discussion, the bill was laid 
on the table. 

Military Appropriation Bill.—The Senate in- 
sisted on their amendments to this Dill, and 
agreed to ask a Committee of Conierence there- 
on. 

State of California.—Mr. Douglas, from the 
Committee on ‘ierritories, reported the imprac- 





nia into the Union as a State, and asked to bs 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. Agreed to. 

Mexican Boundary.—Mr. Hannegan, from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, reported a mo- 
tion that the Senate disagree to the amendment 
by the House to the bill to carry into effect that 
portion of the Mexican treaty which relates to 
the survey and marking of the boundary line. 

Mr. Baldwin hoped the Senate would not dis- 
agree to the amendment; and, after debate be- 
tween Messrs. Hannegan, Baldwin and Allen, the 
bill was laid on the table. 

Receipts from Customs and otherwise.—The bill 
requiring payment of all moneys from customs 
and from all other sources to be paid imme- 
diately into the Treasury, without abatement or 
deduction, and for other purposes, was taken up, 
and, the amendment reported thereto being agreed 
to, the bill was passed. 

Gold Coinage.—The bill to authorize the coin- 
age of double eagles and gold dollar pieces—the 
amendment of the Committee on Finance having 
been first adopted—was read the third time and 
passed. 

Light Houses, &c.—The bill of appropriations 
for light houses, light boats, buoys, &c., having 
been returned from the House of Representatives 
with amendments, the same were taken up, and 
concurred, in. 

Seventh Census.—T he bill from the House pro- 
viding for taking the seventh census, afler being 
amended, was read the third time and passed. 

Brasos Santiago.—Vhe bill establishing a port 
of entry at this place, was read the third ume 
and passed, 


Territory of California.—Mr. Douglas moved to 
take up House bill providing a government for 
that territory, which bill includes the Wilmot 
Proviso. 

Mr. Rusk said that a project for a territorial 
government for California was now pending tin a 
Committee of Conference, and he deemed that 
unless that was adopted nothing could be done. 
He could see nothing to result from this bill now 
moved to be taken up, except lo consume the 
last few hours remaining of the session. ; 

Mr. Douglas had made efforts to have a bill 
giving the people of California a government, 
taken up, but had failed. He had introduced 
State bills, territorial bills, and every other kind 
of bill, but the Senate had refused to take up any 
one of them. He now was determined to make 
a fival effurt in behalf of the people of the coun- 
iry. He would content himseif with asking the 
ayes and nays. 

Mr..Butler said that he had been a member of 
the Committee or Territories, but from the great 
press of business before the Judiciary Committee, 
of which he was chairman, he could not attend 
to this bill before the Committee. 

Mr. Hamiin denounced the government provi- 
ded by the amendment to the civil and diplomatic 
bill, as giving to the President of the United 
States unlimited power, and hoped that this bill 
would be taken up. 

Mr. Butler considered the amendment to the 
civil and diplomatic bill, as restraining the milt- 
tary power now held by the President. 

The question being taken, it was decided as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, 
Breese, Clarke, Corwin, Davis, of Mass., Dayton, 
Diz, Dodge, of lowa, Douglas, Felch, Greene, Hale, 
Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spruance, Up- 
ham, Wales, Walker, and Webster—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien. Bright, 
Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Davis, of Mississippt, 
Downs, Fitzgerald, Fitzpatrick, Hannegan, Houston, 
Hunter, Johnson, of Lousiana, Johusun of Georgia, 
King. Mangum, Mason, Metcalfe, Pearce. Kusk, 
Sebustian, Siurgeon, Turney, Underwood, Westcott, 
and Yulee—28. 


So the Senate refused to take up the bill. 

Home Department.—The Senate proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill establishing the 
Home department, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Hunter, from the Committee on Finance, 
previously rose and reported a recommendation 
that the bill do not pass. 

The question was upon the amendments of Mr. 
Hunter, from the Committee on Finance to strike 
out all the sections relating to the Commissioner 
of Customs, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, 
and a change of other officers. 

The amendment was opposed by Mr. Davis, of 
Mississippi, and advocated by Mr. Hunter, who 





licabilily of getting a meeting of the Committee 
to act upon the bill for the admission of Califur- 





considered that the office miglt at this time be 
dispensed with. 
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Mr. Allen was opposed to the creation of any 
more offices, etther cabinet or otherwise. There 
were two thirgs which never went backwards: 
new offices and the increase of salaries. In case 
this went on much longer. a national debt was 
inevitable. The issuing of Treasury notes would 
become a permanent thing from the necessities 
of the nation. We had gone through an expen- 


a 





—— 





strengthened the federa! arm, from which the 
South was always to dread canger. The South 
had no more interest in this Union then as a 
means to protect ii from the encroachments of 
the North. They contributed most to the reve- 
nue of the nation and received less, and all they 
now desired was to oppose the strengthening of 
the federal arm, and the concentration of power 





sive war, ond all the great accumulation of busi-)in the Executive. He moved to lay the bill on 
ness thereby, without these officers, and he never | the table. 
heard until this day that the Secretary of the On this motion the ayes and nays were taken, 
Treasury was incompetent to discharge all the | and resulted—ayes 22, nays 31. 
duties of his office. There must be retrenchment Mr. Calhoun. Mr. President :— (cries of “ qnes- 
or a national debt, without a hope of its being | tion, + question,”)—I know how impatient the 
paid. He hoped the Senate would not agree to | Senate is; but I ask a few words. He regretted 
the bill. that he was not more acquainted with the de- 
Mr. Jefferson Davis thought there was nothing | tails of the bill. All he knew of it was from the 
in the bill to alarm the S:nator from Ohio. It reading of the bill and that was in the midst of 
was a mere changing of some of the duties, t0/.9 much noise that the most of it escaped his 
release the Secretary from some of the manual ear. He knew from experience that when mea 
Jabor now imp: sed upon him. sures were introduced here, calmly considered 
Mr. Flunter was opposed to the bill, and pro-| and discussed, the Senate seldom erred. But 
nounced it as a bill not well digested. The two | was it fair to force upon the nation, at this mo- 
great sources of revenue of this country were the | ment, a bill of this importance, without tine to 
customs and the public lends, and he could see no | examine it, or to consider its propriety. There 
propriety in taking these two great subjects from | was something ominous in the word * interior ” 
the head of the Treasury. He deemed them pro | Such a measure had been agitated since the time 
perly belonging to that office, and would oppose | of General Washington ; and the fact that it bad 
any change. inever been pressed, showed that it was consi- 
Mr. Webster was in favor of the bill. Since | dered dangerous. It was said now, that the bu- 
the time of Mr. Monroe this measure had been | sjness of the Treasury was over buraened, and 
constantly recommended tothem. Ifa necessity ‘that that oflicer could not perform it. But was 
for the office existed at that pericd, how much | not this state of affairs the result of our over le- 
greater was the necessity for itnow. The bill 'gistation? Had we not over-burdened the busi- 
only removed some of the duties from an officer | ness of that officer by our legislation ?—and could 
now burdened with an arduous charge, too much | we not remedy that by relieving him from bis du- 
for one man to discharge, and trausterred them to| ties? When the Post Office business became too 
another. There was nothing alarming in it, and burdensome, did we not lighten the duties 
he would vote for it in its present shape, and Op- | of that officer. by appointing one—two—three 
ose the amendment offered by the Committee. | Assistant Pustinasters General? And why can 
Mr. Niles said that no new department could | we not now, if the duties be too great. appoint 
he created by legislation. When tie duties of |one or two Assistant Secretaries of the Trea- 
the government were increased, then the neces-!sury? Now it is proposed to place under the 
Fily for the new department arose. Here, how- \charge of the Secretary of this Department of 
ever, no new dutics had been created; but it is| the Interior, the administration of Indian affairs. 
proposed to change from one officer, who now | Everybody must be aware that Indian affairs 
has duties properly belonging to his oflice, to an-| are imtimately connected with the business of 
other, a portion of those duties. He was opposed |the War Department, and cannot be separated 
to the creation of any new cabinet office, without | therefrom without great confusion and derange- 
it was necessary from the creation of new duties | ment of the proper administration of Lodian af- 
not now performed by any of the departments/ fairs. Another was the Patent Office, to be 
existing. ‘The duties of the Seeretury of the | placed under the Minister of the Interior! Well, 
Treasury, in regard to the sand office, were sim- | connected with this Patent Office was a great 
ply appeilate; and im no case could it litertere | agricultural department; and was the admini-- 
with or otherwise incommode him in the dis-| tration of agricultural affairs to become a pari 
charge of his duties. He was oppused to any in-)of the business of the federal government? II 
crease in the Executive patronage. It was a | so, how could the Senator from Mississippi sup- 
maclstroom, which swallowed up everything. It) port such a measute?—a measure so greaily cal- 
was like thenorthern stream—il had noreturning | culated .o bring within the jurisdiction of the 
tive. Who ever heard of any contraction ot | federal arm, the internal economy of the States. 
Execulive patronage? Extend it, and it is ex- , Cuvld the Senate at this day vote in haste upon a 
tenued for ever. } weasure increasing the patronage, and the juris- 
Mr. Mason did not like the bill nor its tendency. | d.ction of the federal government? Now, where 
One branch of the legi lative department of the was this to stop? Next session we wiil have 
government was of one great parly, and the Se-| placed under the charge of this new department 
nate was ofanother. The Executive branck was / the Indian Affairs, the Patent Office, the Land 
covsidered of the same party as that in the as-/| Office, agricuilure, commerce ; and tie was sure 
cendent in the House of Representatives ; but as | he was not goig tvo far in saying, that the 
tu that, he considered it yet to be established. | Smithsonian Institute would ‘tollow the others, 
Now, at the very heel of the session, the friends ,and then education wovid be attached to the 
of the incoming administration bring oo a bill to | Executive jurisdiction. Now we start this new 
increase the patrovage of thal administration, and | department with these- powers, and where will it 
changing the whole organization of the treasury |stup? He never knew a department that did not 
branch of the government. He saw no necesyity | strive to increase its powers. It was a natural 
for this, and thought the subject worthy of seri-| course for them to loliow. He begged the Se- 
ous cousideration, This vill was to take from | nate to pause ere they established a department 
the Secretary of the Treasury the supervision of | with powers and business so incongruous and ab- 
the indian aifairs. Now it was well known that) surd. 








—— 


had met and had come to no decision. Mr. 4thp,. 
ton proceeded to explain that this bill came bac, 
from the House with an amendment to the amend. 
ment of Senute, but was interrupted by the arp), 
val of the hour of recess. 


Evenine Session.—Home Department —\, 
Hunler resumed the debate upon this bill. }, 
could see no propriety in creating a new depart, 
ment and cabinet officer, merely upon the pretex; 
of reducing the labors of the Secretary. Jf 
were put upon the ground that it was only to re. 
lieve the Secretary of the Treasury from a par 
of his labor, then it was in fact establishing two 
ireasury depariments, with two secretaries of 
equal powers. Was the Senate or the country 
prepared for such a state of affairs? He woul 
be sorry to see this. Again the slatement that, 
was intended to relieve the Secretary of ih, 
Treasury from a part of his labor, was not coy. 
rect. Jt only relieved him of the labor of sign, 
ing land warrants, and bearing appeals from th. 
Commissioner of the Land Office. It relieveg 
the Secretary of War from a greater task, yz, 
—ihe administration of Indian affairs. It relieved 
the Secretary of Siate in a greater degree by re. 
leving him of the task of controlling the affairs 
of the Patent Office. Mr. Hunter considered 
That no necessity in fact existed for a home de. 
partment, aithouzh he had beer told that the 
Secretary of the Treasury knew more about this 
subject than he. Yet he would venture the as. 
sertion, upon a fact known to him, that the great 
\rouble in the administration of the business of 
ihe Treasury Department was owing to the faci, 
(that an improper mode of book keeping was pur- 
sued inthat department. He could assert this 
-upon positive information, and that for many 
months the accounts of the colectors are not ei 
tered on the books of the department, for want of 
proper means of book keeping. He also opposed 
the section increwsing the office of chief clerk w 
that of assistant secretary. For these reasons, 
he hoped the amendments would oe adopted, 

Mr. Badger wished every Senator in favor of 
the bill to vole against any and every allempt to 
amend the bill. To amend it was to, defeat it. 
Tiere was no time now to amend and he hoped 
they would nut allow it to be smothered by 
amendments. 

Mr. Hunter corrected the Senator, if he sup- 
pesed that these amendments were intended to 
smother the bill. ‘They were unanimously re- 
ported from the Committee on Finance, with a 
view to periecta bill which they considered 
wrong. 

Mr. Atherton moved to Jay the bill on the table ; 
which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Mason askew a division of the question, so 
as to vole separately on the amendments. 

‘The question was then taken on the first amend: 
ment—to strike out the office of Commissioner of 
Customs ; which was rejected—ayes 20, nays 33. 

Mr, Hannegan here besought the Senate to al- 
low him to make a report from the Committee of 
Conference ; which was refused. 

‘The question was then t.uken on the second 
amendment,—to sirike out the 13th section— 
which was also rejected—yeas 19, nays 34. 

Mr. Mason offered an amendment changing the 
office trum Secretary of the Home Department, 
tu that of Assustant Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
and proceeded to address the Senate. He said 
| the signs and indications of the votes just taken 
were sufficient to show that Senators ou the De- 
‘mocratic side were about to vole with the other 
| side in extending the powers of the government. 
He said: lovk on this side, and you will see us 





business of this bureau was fast decreasing; the | Mr. Foote begged the pardon of the Senate for 
Indians were every day decreasing aud becoming | trespassing upon the time of the Senate at this 
more and more removed from the seat ol govern- | jate hour, bul as some of his friends of the Suuth 
ment; and consequently the business of the bu | were opposed to it he desired to express the 
reau was becoming less. 1t was alsu proposed to reasons why he should vote for il. He was 
take the Land Otbce, and the Patent Office, and | mainly in favor of the bill, because the Secre- 
twce them under the Secretary of the Home tary of the Treasury had, in a conversation with 
Deaestment. Now, it was well known that all | him, assured him that the departinent was abso- 
the duties of these offices—the Land and Patent | jutely necessary. 
Offices—were performed by their respective} Mr. Hunter «as about to proceed, when 
Commissioners, and all the duues of thisnew} Mr. Atherton asked that the bill be laid aside 
Secretary would be that performed pow by the | for a moment, while he reported from the Com- 
Secretary of the Treasury and Secretary of State | mittee of Finance on the 
—merely to decide upon appeals. He considered 
that the bill was nothing more thau an allempt to} accede to the amendment of Senate, appropria- 
lucrease the strength of the federal arw, and to | ting $20,000 to finish Fort Gidsou, he moved that 
augment patronage. The measure was a dan-| Senate recede irom its amendment ; which was 
gerous one, and admilting (hat it was recommend- | agreed to. 


ed ip the days of Monroe, Madison, and Hamil-| Indian appropriation bill—Mr. Atherton, from | dissenting voice among them; there they stood, 


ton, still it was bone the jess dangerous. He | the Commiiuce of Conference, to which this bill 


ys , : nan : | 
Fortification bill.—'T he House having refused to 


hoped the South would resist this bill because it bad been reierred, repor.ed taat the Committee ! 








diviced, look and you will see Senators from the 
| South, who should be found in a differen, piace, 
standing with the Whigs. He was surprised (0 
| see the honorable Senator from Mississippi, aod 
others, lending their countenance and support 10 
such a measure. 

Mr. Foote arked the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, if he had pot, when this measure was fe- 
commended by Mr. Monroe, united in the reco 
mendation. 

Mr. Calhoun was understood to say that he did 
nol. 

Mr. Mason continued, by asking how the de- 
mocratic partly stood i» regard to this measure; 
they were divided, aud some of them voting wilh 
the Other side—with those who were opposed (0 
them. How stood they on the other side? ther? 
they stood, banded together as one man, not 4 





| that party now calied the Whig party, but lor 
merly the old Federal party. 
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} with the Whigs. 


| ded with the Whigs. 
' would answer, 


' he would not detain the Senate. 


save of the ball. 


Mr. Mangum —Not so, sir. 

Mr. Mason—Perhaps there may be some among 
them who differ from them, but they are all of 
that party called the Whig party ; and a portion 
of our party are determired to vote with them. 
He thought this amendment now offered, would 
jead to much benefit. It changed nothing in the 
pill except to change the office from a cabinet 
oficer to that of a subordinate. He was sorry to 
see some of the democrats of the Senate lending 
themselves to the Federal party. 

Mr. Foote considered that the statements of the 
Senator who had a high standing in the party 
might affect him and his standing with the party, 
if this statement went forth uncontradicted. He 
was sorry to hear the Senator say he was banded 
Now, he, Mr. F., would ask 
the Senator from Virginia, how long it had been 
since he (Mr. Mason) had voted with the Whigs 
against the democrats ? 

Mr. Mason asked the Senator, not to under- 
siand him a8 Charging any one with having ban- 
But the other question, he 
He never, that he was aware of, 
yoled in the councils of the Whig party. 

Mr. Foote—I| thought the Senator when in Vir- 


F ginia, voted with what is called the conserva- 
» tives? ‘ 


Mr. Mason—If I voted with the conservatives, 


! jt was to preserve the powers of the States against 


the overshadowing powers of the Federal Go- 
vernment, 
Mr. Foote knew the gentleman as a sound re- 


} publican, but he merely desired to set himself 


right. 
Mr. Mason continued his remarks, by denounc- 


- ing (he measures as a buld attempt to take from 


tue Slate governments the domestic affuirs of the 


people, and to invest it in the Federal Govern- 
' ment; and as the vill cannot be carried without 


ihe concurrence of some on the democratic side, 


' if they were true to their principles, it could not 


pass. But there was a settled determination on 


- the other side lo carry the bill. 


Mr. Mangum—Ceittainly, certainly. 
Mr. Mason—And | hope they will not have 


| the concurrence of any on this side. 


Mr. Mason, as he weat on, ctiarged that this 


1 thing is now attempted to be forced through as 
| ameasure of a party who are in a minority. 


Me. Webster. How do you make -4that out? 

Mr. Mason. Yes, sir, in a minority; and the 
Scnaior, who supported the President elect, 
knows the conjectures thatattended his progress, 
and the Cismay that attended his success. But 
He ielt a deep 


interest in this question, Ile felt that a dark 


| cloud was hanging over this capitol. 


Mr. Webster. ‘here is a lowering on the phy- 


sical sky ; aud for some days we have had wet 


and disagreeable weather ; but in the political 


and moral world, we have never had brighter 


suns or more beautiful days, He urged the pas- 
Two-thirds of the Senate were 
iu favor of it. Jt bad been recommended by ali 
the Virginia presidents. lt was no tariff mea- 
sure. Jt.did not extend the powers of the Go- 
verament ove inch. It was nothing more than a 
re-organization of certain existing bureaux, for 
the convenience of public business. lt wus a 
plain practical measure. 

Mc. Jefferson Davis, in reply to Mr. Mason, con- 
fended that this wus a demucralic weasure, and 
a measure for which the credit would belong to 
Secretary Walker, who had recommended it to 
Congress ; aud that it was also a measure of ex- 


| pediency. 


Mr, Allen op osed the bill, as changing the en- 
lire texture of Lhe government ; and as a measure 
for which, though originating with the Secretary 
of the ‘l'reasury, the demvucratic party will not be 
responsiole ; and he continved for sume time most 
Velemently tu denuunce the feueral complexion 
i the orll. 

Mr. Downs defended himself from the charge 
ofa want of democracy. He had been pomled 
al wilh others, as swerving irom the princ:ples ol 
the parry. Hedid not kuow who was the ac- 
Know ledged ieader of the party on the floor, and 
Was thus ata loss fora guide ; he must loliow 
his own opmions. He could not agree with the 
Senator trom Virginia in his remarks and his de- 
Dunciatious against this bill, nor wus he converted 

y the eloquence of the Senator from Onio, and 
Upon an wodstract question of democracy, he 
thought the democracy of Robert J. Walker 
Would not suffer from a comparison with that of 
Cilacr of the Senators. If the Senator trom Vir- 
biuia had a desire to lead a host under the war 
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cry he had raised, he (Mr. Downs) could not fol- 
low him. A majority of the Senate was in favor 
of the bill, and he considered it a matter of injus- 
lice for the minority thus to oppose it with the 
amendments. He, Mr. Downs, would oppose the 
taking up of any other business until this bill was 
disposed of. He would never yield ; let the re- 
sponsibility rest on those who in the minority will 
not give up. 

Mr. Niles was opposed to the bill, but asa 
majority was in favor, he hoped it would be al- 
lowed to pass. It reminded him of an act in the 
administration which had been condemned by 
the people. He alluded to the circumstances of 
making midnight judges; and now here was oue 
wing of an outgoing administration, and the 
friends of an incoming administration, uniting to 
extend Executive poweit. He would say to the 
friends of the new administration, if this measure 
was a sample of what the people were to expect 
at their hands, then the days of that administra- 
tion were numbered belore they commenced. 

Mr. Dickinson desired to express his decided 
opposition to this bill, He was opposed to it up 
and down, and round about, and diangular, and 
every way. The name of the new oflice was 
that of Secretary of the ‘Home Department of 
the Interior ;” if this were adopted, for the sake 
of uniformity we should call the Secretary of the 
Treasury the “Secretary of the Foreign Depart- 
ment of the Exterior.” 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
mentof Mr, Mason, and it was rejected—ayes 
23, nays 30. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and having been read a third time, was passed— 
ayes 51, nays 25. 

Nuval Appropriation.—Mr. Badger, from the 
Committee of Conference on the disagreeing 
votes on this bill, recommended that the Senate 
recede from some, and the House from other of 
the amendments. ‘Ihe report was concurred in. 

New Senator.—Mr. Dowus presented the cre- 
dentials of Pierce Suule, elecied a Senator from 
the State of Louisiana, for six years trom the 4th 
inst.; which were laid on the table. 

Army Appropriation Bill.— Mr. Jefferson Davia, 
from tue Comuntiee of Conference upon this vill, 
wade a report which was agreed to. 

Civil and Diplomatic Bill.—Mr. Atherton, from 
the Cou:mittee vl Conference upon tne Civil and 
Diplomatic Bill, reported that they could not 
come to any agreement 

Indian Apnropriation Bill.—Mr. Atherton, from 
the Commitcee of Conterence upon this bill, re- 
ported tha. of the eight first amendments of the 
Senate to this bill, the House had agreed to six ; 
bul there were two amendments which they could 
not agree upon. Que of these was an amend- 
ment appropriating $1,231,000 for the Cnhero- 
kees. ‘lu the last amendment of the Senate, the 
House had attached a »oan bill, in the shape ui a 
provision to authorise the Secretary of the Trea- 


‘sury tu issue $5 UU0,000 of ‘Treasury Notes. 


Mr. Atherton woved that the Senate recede 
from its last amendment, and from the others. 

Mr. Bell oppused the report of the Committee 
of Conterence ; but it was agreed to. 

Extra Allowances —Mr. Walker offered a reso- 
lution granting the employees of the Senate, and 
the lavorers in the public gi ounds, the same ex 
ira compensation as last year; which resolution 
was pussed. 

Lewis Cass.—Mr. Filzgerald presented the cre- 
dentiais of the Hon. Lewis Cass, Senator elect 
{rom the State of Michigan. 

Gen. Cass then advanced to the President’s 
chair and took the usual oath. 

Treaty with Mexico —Mr. Hannegan, from the 

ommitice on Fureigon Relations, made a report 
recommending that the Senate concur in the 
House amendment to the bill providing a board 
of commissioners to adjust the claims of our 
citizens on Mexico, accurding to the provisions 
of tne Mexican treaty. ‘lhe report was agreed 
lo. 

Territory of Minnesota.—A bill for the relief of 
Jawes Norris was taken up; when or. Walker 
moved to amend it by adding an appropriation to 
defray the expenses of the government of the ter- 
ritory of Minnesota, which amendment was adop- 
ted. 

Branch Mint at New York.—House bill to es- 
tablish a branch mint in New York city was 
called up, but 

Messrs. Sturgeon and Badger objected, and the 
biil could not ve considered. 





Executive Session.— The Senate then went into 
Executive Session. 
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After the doors were again opensd, and some 
private bills had been acted upon, Mr. Webster 
rose and said—We are in a condition somewhat 
peculiar. An important bill, necessary to the 
administration of the government, and which has 
not failed for sixty years, is in a degree of some 
jeopardy. Now, sir, ] would say, without hesi- 
tation, that the day of the 3d March does not de- 
pend upon clocks. It depends upon the adjourn- 
ment of the Senate. It is the day of the sitting, 
and the 3d of March closes to us when we ad- 
journ. 

Mr. Foote differed with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. He thought that the time of day as 
indicated by the clocks was of some consequence. 

Message from the President.—A message was here 
received from the President, and the Senate went 
immediately into Executive session. After Ex- 
eculive session (then after 12 o’clock, P. M.) the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the re- 
port of the Committee of Conference on the Civil 
and Diplomatic bill, made by Mr. Atherton, viz: 
that the Committees had met, and had come to 
no decision. 

Civil and Diplomatic Bill —The House amend- 
ment to this bill, providing for a temporary go- 
vernment for California, beiny substantially the 
saine as that of Mr. Webster, but a little more ex- 
tended, wastakenup. It gives the President tem- 
porary jurisdiction over the terrilories ceded to 
the United States by Mexico—and extends the 
Constitution over them as far as applicable; and 
that until the 4th of July, 185U, unless Congress 
sooner give them other laws, the existing laws 
in California are continued in force. 

Mr. Webster moved that the Senate concur in 
the amendment of the House. 

Mr. Hunter moved that the Senate adhere to its 
own amendment. ' 

Mr. Fuote rose, and was proceeding to make a 
speech against the amendment of the House, as 
amounting to nothing, when a question of order 
was raised on a motion by 

Mr. Mason to strike out the second section of 
the House amendment. 

The question of order was debated by Messrs. 
Mason, Webster, Fuote, Hunter, Westcott, Dayton, 
King, Dickinson, Walker, Bright, aud Berrien, 
when, the question recurred ou concurring with 
the Kiouse, in their amendment. 

Mr. Underwood bricfly reviewed the amend- 
ment as coulaining vothing objectionavle.— 
(** Question? Question!’’). 

Mir. Foote rose in opposition to the amendment, 
analyzed it aS amounting to a perlect absurdity, 
aud as worse than nothing, and intimated an ine 
tention to speak at length, in opposition. Attwo 
o’cluck, he closed, with a protest against the 
adoption of avy amendment like this, which he 
could noi understand. 

Mr. Jefferson Davis rose to move that the Se- 
nate disagree with the amendment of the Huuse, 
and that a committee of cunlerence be appoiul- 
ed, with a view to strike oul all this terriustal 
matter, s0 thal we may pass the appropriations 
required for the support of the government, 

Mr. Douglas said, that between the Lwu expe~ 
dienis, te would go for the deteat of the civil 
bill, rather than avandon the people of Calilor- 
nia, as the Senator trom Mississippi propus:s to 
do, to rapine, rubuery, aud oulrages ol every 
kind. 

Mr. Jefferson Davis replied that that portion 
of the peuple of Calitorma trom the United States 
were competent to govern themsclyes, 

Mr. Douglas insisted that to strike out this 
amendmeut would be to abandon the people of 
Califoruia, and that for this he was not pre- 
pared. 

Mr. Hunter suggested that the amendment be 
amended so as thal the existing laws of Mexico 
shall only be in force as far as compatible with 
tbe Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Webster said the amendment already ex- 
tended the Constitution over the territory, and 
he was unwilling for any amendment which 
would hazard the bill again before the House. 

Mr. Foote submitied that the session had ex- 
pired, and that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. Westcott expressed his opposition to the 
amendment, as giving up the whule case to the 
North. Sie 

Mr. Yulee said that we were legislating now 
without authority and he would therefore move 
that the Senate adjourn sine die. 

Mr. Mason moved a call vi the Senate. 

Mc. Webster hoped the bill would first be passed. 

Mr. Foote-Why, the President leaves at 3 





o'clock. 
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Mr. Webster—Then we shall send the bill after 
him. 

Mr. Yulee did not persist in his motion. 

Mr. Bright moved to strike out of the bill 
everything relating to the territorial government. 

Mr. Mason insisted first on his motion to strike 
out the section of the House amendment. 

Mr. Berrien said that he should make one more 
effort for the passage of this bill. Senators say 
that the Jaws of a conquered country are in force 
over it till superseded by the laws of the con- 
queror. If this be so, Senators cannot object to 
the motion which I have to make. [t is this: 
strike out all that relates to continuing in force 
the existing Mexican laws in said territories, 
from the amendment of the House. By the laws 
of nations they, already exist there. The amend. 
ment, then is unnecessary. As Mr. Berrien was 
speuking, there were various cries of ** Ques- 
tion !? ** Order !”’—and much confusion. 

Mr. Berrien resumed and admonished Senators 
that he was not to be deterred from the exercise 
of his privilege as a member of this body, by any 
such iuterruptions as that which bad been made 
while respectfully delivering his views to the 
Senate. 

Mr. Hannegan.—1 trust the Senator from 
Georgia did vot apply bis language of seorn and 
contempt to me. 

Mr. Berrien.—Not at all sir. The Senator’s 
explanation entirely absulves him. 

Mr. Hunnegan reiterated that be supposed at 
the lime, the Senator from Georgia had conclu 
ded his remarks, 

Mr. Butler had, from the first, contended that 
this amendment was not proper to an appropri- 
ation bill; and after all that had occurred, he 
thought that we should consider what was due Lo 
our people at home as paramount to the require- 
ments of California. And he would vow insist 
on striking out all relating to California, or luz- 
ard the loss of this appropriation bill. 

Mr. Webster would say a few words, and ac- 


cordingly proceeded to say, that while he had | 


resisted the introduction of this extraneous mal- 
ier from the first, other Senators, meluding the 
Senator from South Carolina, bad voted in the 
amendment to the bill, 

Mr. Butler.—1 opposed it from the first. 

Mr. Foole asked, if the Senatur bad not, from 
the first, contended that the amendment was 
strictly parliamentary. 

Mr. Websier.—Yes | said it; but it does not 
follow that because a (thing is parliamentary, it 
is prudent, and safe or proper. | have re- 
sisted this amendment from the first, as im- 


proper to be attached to this bill; and what-| 
ever the sesult may be, 1 shall come out of the | 


fire without the scent of swoke upon my gar- 
met. 

Mr. Webster proceeded, inreply to Mr. Berrien, 
on the question of the existing Jaws of Mexico, 
and insisted that if they are in force, any how till 


superseded by our laws, the mere declaration of | 


the House amendwent, acknowledging their ex- 
istence, does not Change the question at all; and 
while the striking out that ciause would hazard 
the bill, it did not, in the slightest degree, change 





can civil judicial laws in foree in California, 
proposed to exclude the South, because those 
laws do not recognize the institution of slavery. 
Hence his motion to strike out this clause of the 
House amendment. As Mr. Berrien was pro- 
ceeding— 

Mr. Cameron rose toa point of order. No 
member can speak tore than twice on the same 
day on the same subject, without the consent of 
the body. 

The Chair decided that the Senator from Geor- 
gia was in order, and proceedivg. under consent 
of the Senate. 

[At this juncture, a difficulty occurred between 
Mr. Foote and Mr. Cameron, of a personal cha- 
racter, which resulted in violence. ] 

Mr. Berrien briefly closed his argument. 

Gen. Cass here came forward, and declared 
his judgment to be that the constitutional limi- 
tation of the session had expired at 12 o’clock, 
and that further proceedings were null and void. 
[Half-past 3 o’clock. ] 

Mr. Bradbury urged upon the Senate to strike 
out all the amendments relating to California. 

Mr. Turney argued at some length that the 
term of this Congress had expired, and that the 
proceedings of the Senate were now of no more 
authority in law than the proceedings of a town 
meeting. He therefore moved tbat the Scnate 
adjourn. 

After a confused conversation of some mi 
nutes, the Secretary commeuced the call of the 
| yeas and nays. 








House resolution providing for an adjournment 
| sine die. 

Avother exciting conversation ensued on a 

pointof order, when the question was put on 
|laking up the House resolution—21 to 27—not 
agreed to. 

| Mr. Bradbury announced that Mr. Allen had 
refused lo vole, because he believed his consti- 
tuuional term had expired. 

| Mr. Foote moved to adjourn. And the call on 
| this motion baving commenced, Mr. Foo: rose 
| and asked if members, whose terms had expired, 
bad a right to vole. 

Mr. Foote then announced to the Democratic 
members that the President had gone home. 

To which Mr. Webster responded that they 
vould send the bill atter him. 

Mr. Foote desired to know if he could be called 
to order after midnight. 

‘T'he President replied that he could be called 
to order at any time during the sittings of the 
Senate. 

Mr. Foote said—this is no longer the Senate. 
It is nothing but a mob—a senatorial mob. 

Mr. Bright sppealed to the Senate that they 
recede from their amendment, by which all others 
would fall to the ground and the bill would be 
‘leit clear, and ready to be signed, without fur- 
ther trouble. 

Mr. Webster—The question is to concur, and 
nothing else is in order. 

Mr. King explained the rules, showing that by 
| receding from their amendment, the vill would 
| be cleared of all this extraneous matter, and that 





the operation of the Jaws. Asa practical qucs-| it would become a law without further difficulty. 


tion, bg wished to consider this motion. ‘he 
clause deciaring the Mexican laws iu force 
might nol be nec  ssary, Dut it can do no harm. 
The question is, shall we by striking it out, de- 
feat the Dill? It is the simple question, shall we 
or shall we not, pass this bill. ‘That is the ques. 
tion, and it cannot be biinked; it shali not be 
blinked, God wailing, and | living. ‘I'he amend- 
ment of the Senator trom Georgia does not alter 
the case 5 and Mr. Webster appeaiei fur the pas- 
sage ul the bill, by coucurring im the amendment 
ol the House. 

Mr. Berrien deliberately undertook to show 
the fallacy of the constitutional argument of Mr. 
Webstcr. ‘The House amendmeni, he contended, 
in declaring the Mexican laws to be in tource 
over the new territories, covertly excluded sla- 


very under those laws, whereas slavery is ac | 


knowledged as a part of the represeniation of 
ihe people under the Constitution. 

Mr. Webster—Where? 

Mir. Berrien—In the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. Webster—But in what locality? 

Mr. Berrien—Wherever the Constitution ex- 
jends. 


Mr. Webster—In Massachusetts? 


| (Four o’clock, A. M.) 
| Mr. Webster—The question is to concur ; there 
| is no other question. 

Mr. Foote touk the floor, and contended that 
the Senate was no longer a constitutional body ; 
that its time had expired; that it was a mere 
popular assemblage ; and, finally, he moved that 
thuse Senators whose terms expired with the 3d 
‘of March, be not allowed to vote. 


| 


| making a stroug legal argument to prove that the 
| Thirtieth Congress, of its own limitation had 
_ expired, and that all proceedings now in legisla- 
lou were unconstitutional, 

| Mr. Underwood submitted toat unless we could 
| come to the question, he should move to enforce 
|the rule in every case where it m ght apply, 
which prvhibits members from speaking more 
than twice in the same debate without the con- 
'sent of the Senate. 

Mr. Foote understood the point, and being at 
length allowed by Mr. Underwood to make an ex- 
| planation, he proceeded with his observations on 
| the tilegality of the proceedings. 
| Mr. Webster desired to be heard. 
| Mr. Foote made a very elaborate eulogium on 
| Mr. Webster; but with the distinct intimation that 


Mr. Yulee rose and moved to take up the! 


Mr. Turney followed in support of Mr. Foote, | 


— - —— ee 


— 


his motion to concur in the House amendinent jf 
the Senate would recede from their amendment. 

Mr. Atherton explained, that it was bv the 
process of receding that the Indian bill had beep 
finally passed. 

Mr. Douglas was opposed to the passage of the 
bill without some provision for the people of 
California. 

Mr. Jefferson Davis said that the proper way 
was first to disagree with the House amendmen, 
and then to recede from the Senate amendment, 

Mr. Houston, in all the scenes of his life, 
though he had often seen order brought out of 
chaos, had never seen order reduced to such 
chaos before, as illustrated in this body to-night; 
and implored the Senate to remember their cha. 
racter before the country and the world. 

Mr. Bright moved that the Senate disagree {o 
the California amendment of the House, and re. 
cede from their owu amendment—thus clearing 
the bill of the last obstruction. 

Mr. Turney was opposed to any further pro- 
ceedings at all. 

The question was put after some cross ques- 
tioning, and the motion of Mr. Bright was car- 
ried, 38 to T—sweeping everything out of the 
bill relating to a temporary government for Ca- 
lifornia and New Mexico; and thus, at a quar- 
ler-past five o’ciock, A. M., Sunday, March 4, 
was the Civil and Diplomatic Bill of Appropria- 
tions finally passed. 

Revenue Laws over California.—On motion of 
Mr. Diz, the House bill was taken up, extending 
the revenue laws to California. 

Mr. Reverdy Johnson aud Mr. Jefferson Davis 
advocated the bill. 

Mr. Yulee said that while the South were ex. 
cluded from the territory he would sooner see 
foreign merchants get the benefit of the Calilor- 
uia trade, by guing tn freesof duty, than vote lls 
act for the benefit of tue manutacturers of the 
North, 

Mr. Jefferson Davis suggested that this act was 
| becessary lo secure the revenues justly due to 
| the Treasury Department. 

The bill wag passed. ; . 
A committee was appointed to waiton the 
| President; and the Senate continued in Session 
}ull 7, A. M.; then, the President having sigued 
vall the bills, and sent in his farewell wishes, and 
ihe Senate having returned thanks to Mc. -/ichi- 
‘son, Presideut pro tem., 

On motion, adjourned sine die. 
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‘REPORT 


Of the Committee of Ways and Means in the House of 
Representatives on the subject of Manufactures, and 
‘the expediency of reporting a tariff bill based 
upon the principles of the tariff of 1842,” subnil- 
ted to Congress on the 28th February, through Mr. 
Hudson : 


[Concluded from page 185.] 


The abandonment of the protective policy 
would inflict a deep injury upon the farming 1- 
teresis of the country. It would not only destroy 
or greatly impair this valuable home market, but, 
by breaking down our manufactures, thousands 
upon thousands of those now engaged in that 
| great branch of industry, would be driven into 

agriculture ; and sv, instead of being consumers, 
would become producers of agricultural products. 
Thus, by reducing the demand and increasing a 
supply, the price of agricultural produce sen 
be reduced, and a deep injury would be inflicte 

upon that calling. at a 

Another important consideration presents | 
self in this connection. As all manufactured 
goods contain a portion of agricultural producls, 
there 1s this remarkable difference between Ame- 
rican and foreign fabrics: the former, as far 2 
agricultural products are included, are wholly 
American: while the jatter are mostly foreig 
The farmer in Ten: essee or Ohio, for instance; 
when he buys a suit of clothes manufactured in 
this country, knows that the wool of which oe 
composed was grown in his own State; that te 
laborer when manufacturing the cioth, was sub: 
sisting upou the meat and bread from the aaah 
and that by patronizing domestic fabrics, dbo 
erecting a market for his own staples. But it} 
buys a suit of fureign cloth, he knows that the 








Mr. Berrien—Yes, sir, at the time of its adop-/he would never submit to have bis own rights | wool was grown in Europe, and that at least 


tion; aud Mr. Berrien pleaded out bis point that 
ihe amendment, in proposing to ceciare the Mexi- 


| disregarded. 


| nine-tenths of the provisions consumed by the | 


Mr. Webster submitted, that he would withdraw' borer is the product of a foreign soil; and that 
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by patronizing foreign fabrics, he virtually brings | 
foreign provisions into this country to compete | 
with our own. This consideration alone should | 
teach the American farmer the impolicy of suf. | 
fering our own manufactures to languish. 

In thts connection the committee cannot re- | 
frain from noticing one statement of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in his last report upon the 
finances. Speaking of the tariff of 1846, and its 
effects upon our exports, &c., he says, ** The in- 
crease of our commerce during the two years 


Plain cotton sheetings or shirting, where labor 
makes but a small fraction of the expense, are 
charged with a duty of twenty-five per cent., 
while caps, gloves, leggins, mitts, socks, stock- 
ings, wove shirts, and drawers, composed wholly 
of cotton, and greatly enhanced in value by la- 
bor, are admitted at twenty per cent. 

Copper in pigs or bars, and copper when old 
and fit only to be remanufactured, are charged a 
duty of five per cent.; but sheathing copper, 
when manufactured into sheets, is admitted free 


since the enactment of the tariff of 1846, has 
been so great, that our domestic exports, exclu- 
sive of specie, carried abroad, exceeded, by the 
yastsum of $80,605,181, the exports of the two 
years preceding under the tariff of 1842. While 
the tariff of 1846 has thus augmented our commerce, | 
tonnage and revenue, it has seen our country pass | 
uninjured through the ordeal of an expensive fo- 
reign war,” &c. 

By this extract it will be seen that the honora- 
ble Secretary ascribes the increased export of 

rovisions and breadstuffs during the years 1847 
and 1848 to the tariff of 1846. We have no dis- 
position to refute this position in detail; but it is 
a little remarkable that the thought never occur- 
red to him that there were some causes other 
than the change in our revenue laws, which 
might have increased the demand in the foreign 
maiket for American provisions, We had sup- 
posed that the unprecedented famine abroad, 
which so moved the bowels of our compassion as 
io induce our citizens, and even our Government, 





of duty. 


Here is another instance of the inter- 
position of our government against the manulac- 
tures of our own country and in favor of those of 
foreign nations. Such a policy we believe to be 
ijliberal and short sighted ; and we doubt whe- 
ther an example can be found, even in monar- 
chical governments where a system like this is 
cherished. Certain we are that under a free go- 
vernment like our own the people have a right 
to demand of their rulers as much protection, to | 
say the least, as they extend to the subjects of 
other governments, | 
Another defect in our present revenue laws is | 
the imposition of too high duties upon the raw | 
materials used io manufactures. Cedar-wood, | 
ebony, mahogany, ruse-wood, and satin-wood, 
manufactured, are charged with a duty of twenty, 
and woods unmanufactured (thirly per cent. ‘This 
is a direct tax upon the manutactures of furniture 
and other articles. ‘The numerous articles used 
for dyeing are charged with duties varying froww 
five to twenty per cent. Anda great variety of 


























Our manufactures need protection, because 
the cost of money and the wages of labor are 
nearly twice as high in this country as in Eu- 
rope. Suppose we impose a duty of forly per 
cent. upon woollens; the difference in the worth 
of money and labor in the United States and in 
Europe would practically destroy one-half of 
this protection. Then our raw materials, wool 
and dye-stuffs, are taxed nearly as much as the 
woollens themselves, which would reduce the 
protective feature of our system still lower. 
These considerations go far to neutralize the ef- 
fect of our tariff upon our manufactures. But 
with Great Britain it is different ; her competi- 
tors are her near neighbors, with whom capital 
and labor are as cheap as with her. Whatever 
of duty she imposes, is so much in favor of her 
manuafactures—so much cast in where the scale 
hangs dubious. ‘Thus while our duties are ina 
good degree nullified so far as protection is con- 
cerned, by the inequalities which exist between 
us and our rivals, the English manufacturer en- 
joys the full benefit of their duties. ‘The decla- 
ration, therefore, which is frequently made, that 
Great Britain has abandoned her protective po- 
licy, arises from an imperfect view of the sub- 
ject. 


The three great elements which go into the 
value of all manufactured fabrics, are the raw 
material, capital, and Jabor. We have already 
seen that Great Britain pursues a_ very liberal 
policy towards her manulactures, by allowing 


to contribute to the relief of starving Ireland, had 








-other articles which go into the various manufac- 


the raw materials to be imported duty free. 


Ferson Davis | Capital in Europe is worth on an average not 
/more than about three per cent. while in this 
country itis worth six. Labor throughout Eu. 


‘rope is at least forty per cent. Jess than in 


something to do with the vast exports of Lread-| tures of the country, though many of them are 
stuffs and provisions from this country ; and un- | not produced atall, or ina very limited degree, 
less the Secretary shall maintain that our tariff| in the United States, are subjected to stumilar due | 
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act of 1846 actually scattered blight and mildew | 
over-the potato and corn fields of Europe, we | 
shall still incline to our former opinion. To) 
show the absurdity of this position still further, 
we will simply stale the fact, that our export of 
breadstufls and provisions in 1848 fell off from 
ihe preceding year $30,458 808 ; and as this great 
falling off occurred under the tariff of 1846, we 


| 
| 


ties. ‘The Committee are strongly impressed | 
with the impolicy of such a course. if the Go-| 
verument have resolved to withdraw ail protec- | 
tion from maoufactured articles, they ought at) 
least to peril the manufacturers to hmport the | 
raw materials for manufactures, either free or | 
with a mere nominal duty. Another class of ar- | 
icles, viz: drugs and medicines, now subjected 


the United States. Owing to the low rate of 
money, and the cheapness of labor, a manufac. 
tory of a given size or capacity can be establish- 
ed there at least twenty per cent less than In this 
country. The English manufacturers generally 
sell on three months, while ours sell on six 5 this 
circumstance euables them to go on with a less 


are confirmed in our opinion that our vast exports 
have been produced by laws more potent than 
the enactments of this or of any European govern- 
ment. 

While a wise system of finance would enco.r- 
age American labor, our present sysiem in a 
gieat degree disregards it. Nay, it discriminates 
in many respects against the labor of our own 
country. Jt imposes the same rate of duty upon 
woullen cloths, as it does upon these cloths when 
converted by the tailor or seamstress into gar- 
ments; the same rate of duly upon braids, flats, 
plaits, &c., used for making halts and bounets 
manufactured of these articles; the same duty 
upon frames and sticks for umbrelias, parasols 
and sun shades, finished or unfivished, as it does 
when more labor is added to them, and they are 
converted into umbrellas, parasols and sun shades. 
These are but a specimen of articles of this cha- 
racter. In each of these cases there is at least 
a total disregard of the labor of our country. 
The article in an unfinished state, pays the same 
rate of duly, as when more labor is mixed with 
it,and itis rendered fit for use. This to say 
the least holds out as great encouragement to 
foreign labor as to our own. 

But our present’ tariff goes farther, and in 
several particulars discriminates against our own 
jabor, and in favor of the labor of other coun- 
tries. It imposes a duty of thirty per cent. upon 
wool unmanulactured, while wovilen aud wors- 
ted-yarn, baizes, bockings and flannels, manufac- 
tures of worsted, or of which worsted shall be a 
compouent material, are admitted ata duty ol 
twenty-five per cent., and blauwkets of all kinds, 


to duties ranging frou five to twenty five per cent., 
ought to be put in the tree list, or admitted on a 
nominal duty. We doubt exceedingly the policy 
of imposing @ tax upon the remedial agents em- 
ployed to heal the diseases of the peuple. 
lu these respects our goverawent ts less liberal 
towards her citizens than Great Britain, whose 


present policy is held up for our admiration. We | 


have examined with care the present tariff of 


Great Britain, and we prouounce it bighly pro- 


lective in its character. ‘I'he rates of duties in 
most cases are not high, but that is because the 
state of the country and the condition of her 
manufactures do not require it. But whenever 


the case does require the interposition of the Go- 


vernment by protective dulies, that interposition 
is bad. In the first place, the raw materiais for 


her manufactures are, with scarcely an excep- 


|tion, all admitted duty free. ‘This not only ap. 
| plies to all the staple materials, as wool, cotton, 
hemp, etc., buttoall the dye, and the smalier 
‘articles which go into her fabrics. The wuiole 
policy of Great Britain may be iliustrated by the 
article of silk and ils manulsCtures, on which her 
provisions are as follows: Raw silk and silk 
thrown but nol dyed, free ; silk thrown and dyed, 
48 cents per pouuad—from Bri ish possessions, 24 
cents per pound; silk or satin, plain, $2 64 per 
_ pound ; silk, figured or brocaded, $3 6U per pound; 
‘silk gauze, plato, $4 U3 per pound; silk gauze, 
figured or brocade, $6 59 per pound; silk crape, 
‘figured, $4 32 per pound; silk veivel, figured, 
$6 59 per pound ; silk rivbons, embossed or 
Dgured with velvet, $4 U8 per puund. 

‘Yo these rates an addition of five per cent. 


hats- of wool, hat bodies made of wool, or of | upon the dulies is to be added. Here we have 
which wool shall be a component material of | the whole British policy. Sve admits taw and 
chief value, are subjected to a duty of only | undyed silk iree of duty, because she has to im- 
twenty per cent. Here is a direct discrimima-|portit. If it is merely thrown and dyed, she 
tion of five per cent. in the one case, and of | imposes a duty of 483 cents per pound; but the 
len per cent. in the other, against the labor | moment 1 goes into her manulactures she im- 
of our own country for the benefit of foreign | poses a duty of from $2 64 to $6 59 per pound ; 
laborers. But this is not the only example. | vr, in other words, sheiposes just such a rate ol 
Hemp, unmanufactured, is charged with tuirty | duty as will protect her manulactures in this arti- 
per cent. duly, while cables and cordage, tar- cle. ‘These dulies on silk are regarded as equal to 
red and untarred, is admitted at twenty-five per | about 32 per cent.; bul when they come to ma- 
cent., and manulactures of hemp not otherwise | nulaciures of wool, their duties range irom 15 to 
provided for at twenty per cent. Here again |2U per cent. Great Britain wisely adapts her 
18 a bounty of five and of ten per cent. paid to | meaus to her ends. Ste wants adequate protec- 
foreign lavor. A bounty of ten per cent. ts paid been, and nothing more. But it must be vovious 
on foreign blank books, bound or unbound; for | that any rate ot duly imposed by Great Britain 
they are permitted to come in at a duty of twenty | upon manufactured articies, is, to all practical 
per cent., while the paper of which they are | purposes, twice as high as the same rate of duty 

















composed would be charged thirty per cent.— could be with us. 


amount of floating capital than is required in this 
country. ‘The foreign manufacturers enjoy 
| another advantage over ours. {In a commercial 
_ revolution, when prices decline, the foreign man- 
ufactuier can, withuul any trouble, reduce the 
| wages of his operatives. The demand for em- 
| ployment in Europe is so great, that the opera- 
‘tives must continue their work, even if their 
_ wages were recuced fifty per cent. But with us 
‘such reduction cannot be made. The indepen- 
| dent labor in this couutry will not submit to such 
'reductions. If the experiment were tried, the 
| manufacturer would find his mill deserted. With 
| us, thanks to the genius of our Government, the 
laborer is worthy of his hire. Iu Europe the 
price of labor is graduated upon the mere eubsis- 
tence rate. The inquiry seems to be what will 
support the animal man. But in our country the 
lavorer is not satisfied with mere animal suvsis- 
lence. He must have something more than en- 
ough to keep soul and body together. He is a 
freeman and should be treated as such. His ia- 
bor wust procure him a competency to support 
himself and family in comfortable circumstauces, 
to educate his children avd fit them for useful- 
ness. He mustearn enough while he is able to 
jabor to support himself and family 10 old age— 
enough in health to sustain himself in sickness. 
ln a word, his Jabor must yield him ali the ne- 
cessaries and some of the luxuries of life. Such 
is the demand of the American laborer ; and if 
he cannot obtain this in one calling, be will seek 
it in another. 


Now, the practical question is, whether the 
high character of American labor should be sus- 
tained, Or whether it should be brought down to 
the low level of the old world. We think that 
not only justice and humanity, but sound policy, 
requires us lo sustain the high character of Ame- 
rican labor. When we say that we do not desire 
lo see the freemen of the country, the deposito- 
ries of sovereignty, the defenders of our country’s 
rights, degraded to a Jevel of the working ciass- 
es in Eurupe, we uller a sentiment to which all 
will respond. And yet we believe that the doc- 
trine of free trade, which finds mahy advucates 
among us, would tend more than any other policy 
to that very degradation. We bave no confidence 
in what is called a “community of goods,’’ 
among families, and we believe that free trade 
among the nations of the earth would be lable 
to mauy of the same objections. It would de- 
stroy, in some degree at jeast that individuality 
and those distinctive characteristics, su essential 
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to the hapoiness and prosperity of an individual 
or a people. 


One great objection to our present revenue 
system consists in its ad valorem duties The 
experience of our own and evéry other country, 
shows the wisdom of specific duties in all cases 
where it is practicable. Never in the history of 
our govermment until the present administration, 
when theory was substituted for experience, were 
specific duties discarded. In the first tariff bill 
passed under our constitution specific duties con- 
tinued down to the close of the lute war with 
Great Britain. In 1816, it became necessary to 
revise the tariff so as to enable the government 
to pay off the public debt. Hon. A. Y. Dallas, 
at that time Secretary of the Treasury, submitted 
a plan of finance, and stated the principles which 
should be regarded in the preparation of a tariff 
bill, and among them he lays down the follow- 
ing: ‘** Articles imported to a great amount | 
should rather be charged with specific duties upon 
their weight or measure, in order to guard against 
evasions and frauds, than ad valotem duties upon 
their value.” In the year following, February 
28th, 1817, the House of Representatives direc- 
ted the Secretary of the Tceasury to report to 
Congress ‘*such measures as may be necessary 
for the more effectual execution of the laws for 
the collection of duties on imported goods, wares 
and merchandise.” On the 20ih of January, 
1818, Hon. William H. Crawford, then Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury, submitted a report in answer 
to this call of the House. He states among other 
causes of fraud, that the duties being ad valorem, 
false invoices wece made oul just covering the 
cost of raw materials, used in manufactures, 
and the cost of labor; that goods with such in- 
voices were sent here on foreign account, or 
were consigned to foreigners, who had not a 
character tu lose like our own merchants, and 
hence the revenue was deirauded, and our own 
honest importers were, to a certain extent, driven 
from their business. To cure these evils, he re- 
commenus the adoption of twenty-four regula- 
tions, all designed to prevent frauds and smug- 
gling. Butas more effectual than anything or 
everything else, he makes this recommendation : 
** Whatever may be the reliance which ought to 
be placed in the efficacy of the forezving provi- 
sions it is certatnly prudent to diminish as far as 
practicable the list of articles paying ad valorem du- 
ties.’ Aller making this recoumendation he 
euumerates seventy different articles then paying 
ad valorem duties, on which he recommeuds the 
impuvsition of specific duties.” 


Such was the result to which the Secretary of 
the Treasury came at tual ume alter correspun- 
ding with the collectors of the different ports, 
and duly considering the whole subject. And 
such, we believe, would be the result lo which 
every man, not wedded toa theory, would come 
after a full and thorough examination of the sub- 
ject. she commitice have examined with some 
care the tariffs of the principal commercial na- 
tions, and they have been struck with their uni- 
formity with reference to this subject. Specific 
duties are generally carried to a very greal ex- 
tent. ‘The French tariff is almost exclusively 
specific. The tariff of Great Britain imposes 
specitic duties upon nearly all the principal arti- 
cies of imports such as grain, beel, pork, and 
provisions of all kinds, beer, cider, wine aud spi- 
rits of ail kinds, not free, timber, buots, shoes 
and gloves, bats and bonnets, books and paper, 
glass of ali kinds, fish, oil, cables aud Cordage ; 
and a great variety of other articles. Her policy 
seems to be to levy specific duties, as far as prac- 
ticable, whenever she looks specially either to 
revenue or protection. In fact she obtains her 
revenue from imposis io a very great degree from 
the principal articles on which she lmposes spe- 
cific duties. In the year 1847, she oblamed niue- 
teen-tweotieths of her revenue from cusioms 
from specific duties. ‘The experience of Great 
Britaiu who always adupts the wisest means to 
carry out her policy should teach us a Jessup on 
this subject. 


The Committee believe that our own experi- 
ence will not sustain the position of the Secre- 
tary, that ad valorem duties are the tmost produc- 
live of revenue. in 1846 we imported 156,853 
tons of coal; the duly beig specific We realizeu 
$274,492 of gross revenue. ilu 1848 we imported 
196,251 tons, and the ad valorem duly has given 
us $138,342 01 grossrevenue. By this statement 
jl wiil De seen thal under the sysiem of reduced 
ad valorem duties the import has increased 25 


sete d 


cent. Nearly the same remarks may be made | Secretary says: ‘* To the appraisers the govern. 


upon iron and its various manufactures. 
to the amount of $8,294,866, and from duties, 


142 of revenue; and in the year 1848 we impor- 
ted $12,526,854, and with duties wholly ad valo- 
rem realized $3,736.223. here it will be seen 
that our imports of iron ard its manufac- 
tures have increased 51 per cent., while our 
revenue has increased only one per cent.—that 
is, the people engaged in the manufactures have 
had $4,231,988 worth of their own productiuns 
displaced, in our own market, by foreign produc- 
lions, for the paltry purpose of giving the govern- 
ment $64,081 gross revenue! Salt is another 
article which illustrates this principle. In 1845 
we imported 8 543,527 bushels, valued at $89s,- 
668, which, witb a specific duty, gave us $683,- 
400 of gross revenue. In 1848 we imported 
8,969,604 bushels, valued at $1,042,502, which, 
with our reduced ad valorem duty, gave us but 
$208,500 of gross revenue. Here we have an 
increased importation of 426,078 bushels, valued 
ut $143 839, and still a faliing off of the revenue 
of $474,900. The same result will be had from 
the examination of sugar. 

In 1846 we imported 126,463,661 pounds of 
brown sugar, valued at $5,348,082, which, with 
the specific rate of duty, gave $3,168,391 of gross 
revenue. Ja 1848 we imported 248,201,117 Ibs., 
valued at $8,963,654, which, with a thirty per 
cent. ad volorem duty, gave $268,096 of gruss 
revenue, This example gives us an increase of 
YO per cent. of imports, and a falling off of 16 
per cent.in the revenue. ‘These examples are 
sufficient to show that the reduction and substitu- 
tion of ad valorem duties for specific on all the 
great articles has reduced, rather than increased 
ihe revenue, aud al the same time operated se- 
verely upon the coal, iron, salt and sugar inte- 
rests of our own country. Our own manufac- 
tures have found themseives embarrassed by the 
liberal policy our government holds out to fo- 
reigners. 

The greatest objection to an ad valorem duty 
is, that it opens the door to frauds upon the re- 
venue. Nothing is easier than undervaluations 
lo evade, partially, our revenue laws. If the 
business of importing was in the hands of our 
own merchants, who are generally bigh-minded 
and honorable men, there would be much less 
danger than there is at present. But our sys- 
tem of ad valorem duties, by open the door to 
frauds, actually invites importauons on loreign 
account. And the history of our revenue laws 
conclusively proves that the imposition of specific 
duties lends strongly to give the importation into 
the hands of our own citizens. In the city of 
New York where about 62 per cent. of our re- 
venue is collected, this is jiterally true. Under 
the declining scale of the Compromise Act fo- 
reigners had almost » Onopolized the trade in our 
large cities, _We have official statements from 
the Coliectors of New York, that in 1842 when 
the duties were all reduced to twenty per cent. 
ad valorem, 74 per cent. of the imports into that 
city from this side of the Cape of Good Hope, 
were on foreign account; but under specific du- 
lies of the tariff of 1842, the imports in 1845 on 
foreign account, feli down to 44 per cent. But 
under our present ad valorem system, foreigners 
bave again so far monupulized the business, that 
the Cuilector informs us that about 75 per cent. 
of these imports are on foreign, and of course 
only about twenty-five per ceat. on American 
account. 

Tue Committee are also informed by intelli- 
gent and practical merchants, that a practice is 
growing up specially in Germany, not to sell 
some kinds of goods to American importers. 
When the agent of an American house calls 
upon the manulacturer, he is informed that they 
do not sell for the American marke}, but that 
our merchants can ovtain them from his agent 
in New York. This practice not only continues 
that trade to foreigners, bul gives them an addi- 
tional tacility to impose upon the collecturs by 
under valuations. The tureigner has pot the 
same Slake in the Commuuity thal our cilizeus 
have , and he enjoys much greater facilities for 
false valuations, and is in less danger of detec- 
lion; and even if detected, he can leave the 
country, and thus avoid the odium of attempting 
io defraud the revenue. The very siringeut in- 
structions issued by the Secretary of the [rea- 
sury, Dec. 26, 1845, contains conclusive evidence 








per cent., while the revenue has talien off 5U per 





ment looks for correct valuations of foreign im. 


In 1845 we imported iron in its different forms | ports. On these officers more than on any other 


does the success of the ad valorem system de. 


one-half of which were specific, realized $3,672,-| pend. Their responsibilities are great, and it ig 


expected that their efforts will not be relaxed to 
check every undervaluation or fraud upon the 
revenue by whomsoever attempled. This de. 
partment earnestly invites the co-operation of 
collectors, appraisers, and other officers of the 
customs in enf..rcing correct valuations, and wil| 
also be glad to receive information and assist. 
ance from all honorable merchants and citizens 
who desire tu protect the revenue, to guard 
the rights of the honest trader, and to ensure the 
faithful execution of the laws.” 

This earnest appeal of the honorable Secre. 
tary, and the stringent measures he recommends, 
is sure evidence that he finds it very difficult, 
nay, impossible, to execute the laws as they now 
exist; and the frequent recourse which he has 
to the appraisers and ‘* merchant appraisers,” 
shows that the valuations are in many Cases 
fraudulent. And if we are to have recourse to 
appraisers to fix the value, it is perfectly mani- 
fest that great diversity will be the result. The 
appraisers in Boston and New York, in Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, and New Orleans, would each 
establish a diflerent price on the same article. 
They would naturally differ from five to filleen 
per cent. on the value of the same article, and 
thus that provision of the Constitution, that du- 
lies should be uniform at all the ports, would be 
practically violated. The Committee are aware 
of the difficulty with which this subject is sur- 
rounded. ‘lhey know that specific duties are 
not practicable in all cuses; bul the nature of 
the subject, acd the expericnce of our own and 
every other government, shows the wisdom of 
adopling specific dulies where il can be done 
Without difficulty. ‘Tue interests of the manu- 
fucturers, aud the imterest of the government 
both require it. 

Some of the most intelligent manufacturers 
declure that they should preicr a specific duly 
equivalent to twenty-five per cent. to an ad va- 
lurem duty of thirty ; ard what 1s true of the 
Mauulacturers in relation to protection, is equal- 
ly true of the government with reference to 
tevenue. One advantage to both consists in this: 
there is more certainty in specific duties. Vvith 
ad valorem dulies the goveinmeut cannot calcu- 
late with much Certaimty upon the amount of 
revenue they shail receive. If they know the 
demand of the people for any arucle of con- 
Sumplion, and can estimate the quantity re- 
quired, as the price may fluctuate, the revenue 
will be uncertaim, if the duties are ad valurem. 
But specific duties will render the revenue much 
wore reliable and uniform. 

Specific duties are preferable to ad valorem, 
notonly because they give More revenue, and la- 
vor the honest importer, but because they tend 
lo give stability to prices and to cueck fluctua. 
tious in trade, which are injurious alike .o the 
merchant andto the public. The duly is one 
element in the price, and when that is unifuraa it 
Cuntrols to sume extent the other elements ; but 
wWiere tue duly is ad valorem, it rises and falis 
with the first cust, and su cuntribules tu increase 
the variauions. ‘his willbe seen in the article 
of irou fur example. Nv article i the market 
fluctuates more than bar iron. By an examinu- 
tion of the Liverpool prices, for the Jast thirty 
years, 1 will be seen that bar iron has rauged 
frum £17 1Us. to £4 103. lu January, 1844, iron 
is Quoted at £55; in March, 1845, 21U. When 
ihe present tart went minty Operaltiva, iron Cowd 
bot be buoughtin Liverpvol short of £9, now it 
can be purchased lor £5,20 thal the duly thea 
imposed has practically been reduced one-half. 
Tu illustrate the paimecipie, lake the average of 
prices from $20 to $4U per lun, wilh the preseaot 
duly of thirty percent. The merchant who is 
fortupale enough lo purchase when the price Is 
$2U at Liverpoul, the duly being 96, his oa wall 
cost him $26 in this country, independent of 
freight; while the merchant who buys when the 
price is $40, must pay gl2 duly, aud hence his 
iron Willi cust him $o2. Bul il the medium, that 
is $9, were assumeu as the duly, aod made spe- 
ciNce, the merchant who was $v fortunaie as lo 
purchase at $20, wouid pay $9 duty, which would 
uring it up to $39, wuile ihe olLer, Who was 
compelled to pay $40 would pay but $9 duly, 
» hich would carry the whole cust up to 949. It 
will be seen by this example thal specific duties 
tend to equalize prices aud to check fluctuations 








that be finds i very dificult to advance his ad 
valorem sysic.. vi duties. In that circular, the 


in the market, while ad vaiorem dulies increase 
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the inequalities and make the market still more 
yocertain. 

The interests of the country require stability 
jn prices and in our revenue laws. The 
manulacturers donot ask a high rate of duty. 
What they desire, and what their interests de- 
mand, is, that a revenue system be adopted 
which will give what revenue is necessary for 
the government, and in apportioning the rate. 
that reference st.ould be had to the wants of all 
the great industrial interests of the country. 
They know very well that, in order to be per- 
manent, the duties should be reasonably low. 
While they ask that the tariff of 1846 should be 
modified, they do not ask that the tariff! of 1842 
should be revived. They admit that in many re- 
spects the tariff of 1842 imposed higher rates of 
duly than the present state of the country re- 


ures. This, we believe, is the sentimentof the 
intelligent muanulacturers of the country. And 
in this general opinion we fully concur. The 


duties in the tariff of 1846 are nearly bigh enough 
asa Whole; but several important modifications 
seem to be required by the country. In the first 
place, there should be a reduction of the ‘iuty 
on the raw material used in manulactures, when 
these materials do not come in conflict with any 
interest in this country. We see no wisdom in 
the tax now imposed upon the dye stuffs which 
are not produced in the United States. Let these 
duties be repealed or greatly reduced, and the 
sum thus lost to the revenue, can be made up by 
asmall increase upon some articles where it is 
neeled. ‘The Committee are not the guardians 
of the manufacturing interest any more than any 
other. ‘They do not wish to see duties prohibi- | 
lory in their character enacted. All tiat they | 
desire—all that any intelligent citizen skould ask | 
—in a word, all thal the interest of the country | 
demands, is that such duties should be imposed | 
upon each article, as will create, under all the | 
circumstances of the case, a fair competition be- 
tween the manufacturers al home and abroad.— 
This, we are inclined to believe, is what the 
great body of the people would be disposed to 
give, when the case is fairly presented to them. 
We believe that if Congress would approach this 
subject without prejudice or party commitment, 
the whole subject cuuld be disposed of satisfactu- 
rily,and our revenue laws, by being adapted to 
the wants of the country, wight be placed upon a 
permanent basis. ; 

The Commiuitee have no disposition to present | 
a detailed statement of a vill which would secure | 
these objects. They have neither the time nor) 
the information requisite to carry out their gene- | 
ral views in relation to the numerous articles | 
ofimport. ‘The task is a Herculanean one, and | 
whenever it is undertaken, should be pursued 
With the greatest Care and caution. It 1s pecu- 
Jiarly the business of the Secretary of the ‘I'rea- 
Sury lo present a plan of finance to Congress, 
and we hope that, whoever may occupy that im- 
portant station, he will take early and efficient 
measures to obtain the information necessary to 
enable Congress to revise the system in the most 
judicious manner. Almost every dill regulating 
impost duties has been prepared without the re- 
quisite means of informatiou. If we sould adopt 
the practice of the English government, and send 
Oul a commissioner to eXamine into the whole 
Subject, and report all the facts to us, we should 
be in a much better situation to establish a per- 
manent system than we have ever yet been. 

But while the Committee refrain from the 
presentation of a bill, we will submit a few con- 
siderations, and suggest some changes which 
seem lo be demandeu by the wants of the peo- 
ple and by sound policy. We would, us be- 
fore intimated, reduce or repeal the duties on 
drugs and mediciues ; we see no reason why a 
tax should be imposed upon the calamities of 
onr people. We would reduce the duties on raw 
maleriais where they did Lot come in competi- 
tiun with our own productions, ‘There are, how- 
ever, some articles of raw materials, which 
should be specially guarded ; among those wool 
occupies an important place. Itis due to that 
portion of our agriculturalisis engaged in woul 
growing, that this interest, which, trom the cha- 
racter of our svil and Climate, and the low price 
of our lands, is destined to become one ot the 
great interesis of the country, should be careful- 
ly cherished. But it must be obvious thal the 
Culy mmposed upon wool renders a higher duty 
necessary upon woolliens; olherwise our wovol- 
len manulactures would be broken down, and 











hemp and its manufactures. It is to no purpose 
(hat a protective duty is imposed upon hemp if 
ihe manutactures of hemp are admitted at a 
rate so low as to give the foreign manufacturer 
the monopoly of our market. Iron is another 
important article where there may be some con- 
flicting interest between the produce of the pig 
and bar iron, and those who convert them into 
the various articles of manufacture. Here, ag:in, 
the greatest cure and the most minute informa- 
lion are requisite to do justice to all interests. 
There is another great ditficulty in relation to 
iron which is peculiar to this aruicie, No article 
in the market which has a definite fixed charac- 
ter, is subject to such great fluctuations in price 
as iron. Arate of duty which would be suffi- 
cient to protect iron when the English prices are 
down to £5 per ton, would be unreasonably 
high, when the article in Kugland should rise to 
£10. We would suggest whether there could 
/nol be @ graduated scale of duty upon iron. lin- 
/pose a duty which would be sufficient when it is 
al a medium price, and then provide in case the 











have done it without that specific information 
which would be required to the formation of a 
judicious tariff. We are, however, fully satisfied 
that rates of duty between the acts of 1842 and 
1846 would give the necessary amount of revenue, 
and at the same time afford that protection to the 
great interests of the country which is so essen- 
tial Lo our prosperity. 

We are also inclined to the belief that the 
wants of the government, as well as the wants of 
the people, will require a resort to specific, and 
in some respects, increased duties. The tariff 
of 1846 has oot as yet satisfied us that it wil 
auswer as a revenue measure. Ever since it has 
been in operation there has been a train of causes 
which have teuded directly to swell our imports, 
and of course increase our revenue. The famine 
abroad created such a demand fur our breadstuffs 





uf the article for the three or four preceding 


special care of the government. 


duty should be ad valorem, that it shall not be 
assessed upon a price less than the average price 


years. Something like this seems to be demand 
ed if ad valorem duties be retained. Iron being 
suv important to the whole peuple, and so essen- | 
tual for national defence, should command the 
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Disclaiming the minute information requisite | 
to the framing of a bill, we would suggest that | 
duties should be specitic as far as practicable. | 
he present duty upon cotton goods should be | 
increased to some extent. Wedoubt the wisdom | 
ol the policy which shall bring into the country, | 
as it did last year, colton goods tu the value ot 
$18,400 ,0U0 where we have the raw waterial and | 
ail tue facilities for producing the domestic arti- 
cle. The duty upon coarse cottons by the tariff) 


/o1 1842 was unnecessarily high, and sound policy | 


does not require ils enactment. Not, however, 
(nat those high duties actually imposed any tax 
upon the consumers of coarse cottuns. The fact 
was thal these dulies were prohibitory, and that 
circumstances drove our own mauufacturers into 
the production of those very articles, and this 
domestic competition brought the prices down to | 
the lowest living point. We believe that the re- | 
duction in price has been greater on the coarse | 
than on any other cotton goods. The Kastern | 
manufaciucrers do not ask the restoration of those | 
rates If the South and West, where cotton | 
manufactures are in their infancy, ask the resto- | 
ration of such rates, they migut be restored. | 
We do not however believe that they are neces. | 
sary. We believe that on some articles the rates 

of 1842 might b: reduced more than one-hall, on | 
others one-third, and on others one-fourth, and 
sill leave the manufacturer that protection which | 
would enable him to compete successfully with 
foreign fabrics. If these duties could be made 
specific, a rate from twenty-five to thirty-five per 
cent. upon the usual prices would probably be 
sufficient. 

‘I'he duty on woollens by the present tariff is 
thirty per cent., and the present depressed stale 
of that manufacture shows that it 1s not sufficient 
to sustain that interest, unless the Guty could be 
made specific aud sure. While wool pays a duty 
of thirty per cent., it seems perfectly obvious that 
the duly upon woollens should be above thatrate. 
lu this convection aod as a part of the woollen 
interest, we will mention ready made clothing. 
The duty upoo this article by the act of 1842 was 


{ 


| keep up our 





filly per cent., and by the act of 1846 thirty per 
Ceol.—a proper medium between the two would | 
secure this branch of business to the American 
latorer. The duty on glass by the tariff of 1842 
was specific, the classification not, perhaps, the 
most judicious, and the rales on some articles 
unnecessarily high. Here should be a thorough 
modification anu a considerable reductiun from 
the tariff of 1842. If the duties on paper were 
wade specific, bul little increase would probably 
ve required upon the present rates. Sugar is 
another article which requires a specific duty and 
woud bear a reduction trom the taritf of 1842 of 
from twenty-five to thirty percent. Coal, dy the 
tariff act of 1842, paid 91.75 per ton, which is 
considerably mcre than is necessary lo protect 
that article. While we have inexhaustible mines 


and provisions, as to enable us in 1847 to export 
$40,000,000 worth of these articles more than 
lduring the preceding year. ‘Ibis unusual de- 
mand, created by causes with which our tariff 
had nothing to do, and over which it could have ° 
no control, enabled us to increase our imports 
nearly to the same extent, and thus keep up the 
reveuue. 

During the year 1848, the extra demand for 
these articles abroad, had partially passed away, 
aud hence these exports tave fallen off, neurly 
one-half. But other causes have occurréd to 
imports. The unsettled state of 
things in Europe, has induced foreign houses to 
send large amounts of theic goods to this coun- 
iry, and the amount of foreign capital which has 
veen invested in American stocks, has contrivu- 
ted to the same end. ‘The disturbed state of Eu- 
rope will divert many laborers irom agriculture, 


| and as soldiers in the field consume more of the 


great stapies, bread and meat, than ordinary la 
vorers, this may create a demand for our own pro- 
visions. ‘The gold at Calilornia will also create a 
demand for manutactured articles, and perhaps 
have some effect upon our imports. But these 
causes are all new elements, the duration of 
which no ove can predict with ceriainty; and 
hence no satisfactory estimate can be made upon 
our imports or revenue. But we are satisfied 
that when these causes shall have ceased to ope- 


| rale, our revenue must deciine. 


Tbe receipts from customs for the first two 


quarters of the present year have fallen off $2,- 


311,604, from the correspunding quarters oi te 
last year; and whether the two remaining quar- 
iers will give $2,500,000 of the revenue wore 
than the two last quarters of the last year, and 
so come up to the Secretary’s estimate, remains 
to be seen. ‘The revenue from the public lands, 
lor the first two quarters, has fallen off $829, VUU 
from the first bali of the last year 5 and whea we 


| cousider that some 43,000 land warrants have al- 


ready been issued to the soldiers who served in 
the Mexican war,and thal twenty thousand more 
will probably be issued within the year, and that 
these warrauts are sold for about $100, and will 
procure as much land as $2UU In Specie, we haz- 
ard nothing in saying that mostef those who wish 
to enter Jand will pay in land warrants instead of 
specie. Under these circumstances, it would be 
remarkable indeed, if tue revenue from lands did 
not deciine. ‘Lhough it appears by the annual 
document on co.uwmerce and navigation, that our 
imports and exports during the last year balan. ed 
each oiher ; yet it will be seen by the same doce 
ument that we exported $15,841,616 of specie, 
while we imported but 96,360,084. By these 
Statements it will be seen that during the last 
year the balance of trade was against us, and that 
we were cowpelled to send abroad $9,400,000 of 
specie more than was brought into tue country aod 
that will not be able for any leugtb of time to en- 
dure an annual drain of more than $9,000,000 of 
specie. With diminished imports our revenue 
wuuild of course decline. We are cuntfident that 
by the time of the meeting of the next Congress, 
ihe wants of the peopie, if not the wauts of the 
Treasury, will demand a revision of our revenue 
laws. ‘The system we would recommend would 
be one of moderate duties, such as the peuple 
woulu approve and sustain. And such a sysiem 
may, we trust, be established, if wise councils 
prevail. We regard the question as strictly na- 
tisnal in its character, and if a system be wisely 
matured it will ve productive of the prosperity 





ot cual in this country, at is the dictate of wis- 
dum that we impose such a specific duly as will 
give lo our Own miners the American market, 
aud to our Own shipping the carrying trade ip 





the woul growers deprived of the domestic mar- 
ket. Nearly the same remarks will apply to 





inis article. We have ventured to throw out 
these hints in relation to the rates of duty, but we 








ol every interest and of every section of the 
U..10n. 

The United States are destined to become a 
great manhulaciuring a8 well as a great agricul. 
tural and commercial nation. Nuibivg is want- 
ing Lut an ancentive to industry. Let labor be 
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properly encouraged, and our resources will be 
s0 developed, and our capital so increased, that 
manufactures and the mechanic arts will be pros- 
ecuted in every section of the country. As the 
forests of the West fall before the hardy settlers, 
villages will spring up, demanding manufactured 
articles ; and in the West the day is not far dis- 
tant, when thear rude waterfalls will be put in 
requisition, and the inhabitants will be clad with 
fabrics from their own looms. 








Foreign Intelligence. 


BAPALPDDADALAL DAA OAWr~Y 


ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMER. 


The steamship Canapa, with European dates 
to the 10th inst., arrived at Halifax on Thursday 
night, about 9 o’clock. The intelligence was im- 
mediately conveyed to St. John, by express, and 
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“at 3 P. M., on Friday, the communication with 


Boston, New York, and this city commenced. 
The Canada arrived at her berth in New York 
on Sunday last. 

State of the Markets.—There is a greater degree 
of dullness and gloom in the grain trade, through- 
out all the leading markets. Prices continue to 
droop, and from present appearances, under the 
pressure of having arrivals from abroad, the bot- 
tom has not yet been reached. From the manu- 
facturing districts the accounts continue favora- 
ble. There is also a fair business going forward 
in the produce markets on the Continent. Prices 
on the whole are steadily maintained. | 


Colton.—During the week ending March Qd 
fair American Cotton not on y maintained its 
ground but was a point higher than when the 
America sailed. The sales amounted to 50,170 
bales. ‘The disastrous accounts from India, and 
the news by the Niagara that there was a large 





French Bank shares is no Jess than from 1700 to 
2500 francs. 

The London money market continues easv. 
Discounts of the best paper range from 2: to 24 
per cent. Consols for money, the lowest 915 — 
highest and closing 92—for account, lowest, 915 
—highest and closing, 92:. 

Stocks —American Stocks fully maintain their 
price, and it was expected that when the news 
of the rise of United States six per cents to 104 
reached New York, that there would have been 
a corresponding rise there. Then another rise 
here would have infallibly followed. 

That the Peunsylvania dividends have been 
paid one-half in relief notes, has been a source 
of unlimited disgust to the holders who consider 
that Pennsylvania could have paid, if she would ; 
/and they point at the reverse conduct of Mary- 
|latid, which with more or less resources, does 
/not avail itself of such petty subterfuge to plun- 
der foreign creditors. Pennsylvania 76 @ 77; 
Maryland 83 a 85. 

ENGLAND —Reform bill.—In Parliament on the 
26th ult., Mr. Cobden, in a speech of the most 
temperate character, brought forward his long 
heralded financial reform bill. 

The Budget, the main object of which was to 
cul down the expenditure to ten millions pounds 
per annum, &c., was met by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who introduced an epitome of all 
ihe arguments on the subject during the last two 
months, and injured the strength of Mr. Cobden’s 
suggestions. ‘i‘he debate which followed falsified 
all the expectations entertained by the friends of 
the financial reform champion. lt languished 
from the beginuing, and the question was visposed 
of on the same evening—Mr. Cobden’s amend. 
ment being rejected by a majority of 197-—the 
oumber being 275 to 78. 

In foreign affairs Lord Palmerston has been 
|supported by Parliament in the course he has 
found himseif compelled to take, especially in the 
| Sicilian disputes, 








excess of receipts of cotton at the principal ship-| Navigation laws.—An important document has 


ping ports in America over the corresponding 
period, last year, gave a decided check to the 
market in the early part of last week, and since 
then the demand has been contracted to the sup- 
ply of the immediate wants of consumers, which 
has caused prices to decline one-quarter of a 
penny per pound. Fair Uplands are now quoted 
at 438, Mobile 53, and Orleans 53. Sales tor the 
week 2220 bales. 

Breadstuffs—The importations of breadstufls 
from the United States, during the last fortnight, 
have been unusually large. Prices for all de- 
scriptions have been in favor of the buyers. 
There is a large supply of wheat and flour, In- 
dian corn and meal in the market, and large 
quantities are being warehoused. Purchases are 
made merely to supply immediate wants. These 
remarks will apply to all the leading corn mar- 
kets throughout the kingdom. 

‘The Meal Market continues active, and prices 
are On the advance, 

At Liverpool, on the 9th, white wheat was 
sold in small quantities at 6s. 1Ud. a 7s. 2d. South- 
ern flour 253. 9d. a@ 263. Western Canal 253. a 
25s. 6J. Philadelphia and baltimore 24s. 64. a 
25s. 3d. Best Northern yellow corn 293. 6d, 
and mixed 29s. a 283. 6d. per quarter. Meal is 
quoted at 13s. a 143. per barrel. 

Provisions —There is a fair trade going for- 
ward in American provisions. The arrivals of 
beef are very heavy—already three times as great 
as at the same time last year. Fine qualities 
bring full prices. Other sorts are to be had on 
very easy lerms, Say 55s, a 573. per tierce for 
ordinary prime, Mess pork barely supports rates. 
Lard is i fair demand, at a decline of six pence 
per cwt. Cheese is steady, but butter has rece-! 
ded Js. a 1s. Gd. per cwt. Rice partakes ot 
the dullness applicable to all kinds of bread- 
stuffs, and finest qualities of Carolina are quoted 
alt 183s. a@ 2Us. per cwl. Naval stores are quiet, 
and command firwer prices. 

Money.—There is a small increase of bullion 
in the jJast Bank accounts, which indicates a 
change in the movey market, aud that the de- 


been laid upon the table of the House of Com- 
mons, showing the disposition of the various go- 
vernments of Europe to reciprocate similar ad- 
vantages wilh those proposed to be conceded to 
them by the abrogation of the Navigation Laws. 

Austria promises to instruct Count Colerido on 
the subject. 

Belgium is not prepared to abolish deferential 
duties, as no Belgium vesse!s could compete upon 
equal terms with England. ’ 

France adduces the well-known liberal and 
friendly disposition, as an earnest of her endea- 
vor to do all in her power to reconcile the inter- 
ests of French commerce and navigation with the 
principles of periect reciprocity invoked by the 
English Government, 

Greece declared her commerce free, except 
for cuasting trade, and no restrictions there con- 
templated. Hanover avoids an explicit answer ; 
but Hamburg, Bremen and Holland all declare 
for the Free ! rade. 

The Portuguese evade an answer by referring 
the case to the fiscal authorities. 

Prussia promises perfect reciprocity and asks 
for reciprocity, when she will also concede 
equal advantages in reserving the coasting trade. 

Sardinia, Sweden and Norway, are generally 
favorable and the Cabinet of Washington pro- 
mises an early answer to the points submitted by 
Mr. Crampton, on the 16th of January last, thai 
this reply will be satistactory, Mr. Bancrolt’s as- 
surance leaves po reason to doubt? 

‘The debate on the Irish law has prevented the 
Navigation laws being resumed. 

In the early part of the weck, the subject stood 
for discussion. Last night dsr. Labouchere was 
lo give the second reading of his bill, 

Shipwreck-—'Vhe frignttul wreck of an emi- 
graul ship has taken place on our coast, off Har- 
wick. ‘he barque Fioridian, of 500 tons burthen, 
E D. Whitmore, master, from Antwerp for New 
York, the property of Messrs. E. D. Hurlbut & 
Co., chartered vy a German Company to convey 
emigrants was wholly lost on the 28th ult., and 
horrible to relate allon board perished, except 








mand for bullion for the continent is increasing 

Domestic securities have been on the decline | 
owing to European affairs and the bad news| 
from india; but consuls, it will be seen, still 
stand at the high figure. The Bank shares ot | 
the French Bans have been pusned up enor- | 
wously during the last fortnight, and now that 
politics in Paris are being more settled, the fears 
which were at one time ielt for the mainienance 
of public credit have subsided. ‘The rise in 





three individuals, who were miraculously rescued 
from death. 

Murderous conflict with the Sikhs, in which the 
British were repulsed and suffered a loss of twenty-six 
hundred men.—The Bomvuay Telegraph says au- 
otuer murderous conflict with the Sikhs has occur- 


| red on the left bank of the river Ihelum, between 


the army of the Punjaub, under Lord Gough, and 
the Sikh force. The Sikhs, under Rajah Sowere 
Singh. Avcti...'e in which the Briush have to 





SD 


deplore the loss of ninety-three officers and twen. 
\y-five hundred men killed and wounded—foy, 
guns captured, and four or five regimental colors 
taken by the enemy. 

The struggle terminated in victory, but wags 
disgraced by the flight of the Bengal Cavairy 
Regiment, and the retreat, as yet scarcely satis. 
factorily explained, of two British corps of Dra. 
goons—a struggle which left the contending host 
so weak and shattered, that it was doubtful which 
had sustained the greatest injury from the con. 
flict, and which yielded so few of the badges of 
triumph for the victors, that the opponents look 
a new position, and fired a salute in honor of its 
termination. Though masters of the field, our 
laurels are drenched with blood, and itis the 
universal opinion that two more such victories 
would be virtual ruin. 

Noaltempt is made by the English press to 
disguise the fact that the news from India is of 
the most disastrous character. 

Lord Gough has been promptly superseded in 
the command by Sir. Charles Napier, who was 
to have proceeded to the scene ol hostilities on 
the 20th uit. 

France.—The French Government continues 
to gather strength, and there is evidently a grow- 
ing disposition on the part of the nation to crush 
any attempt at publie disorder. Upon the whole, 
the prospects of tranquility are more favorable 
than they have been during the past year. 

The labors of the Assembly have ceased to be 
of aay interest. They have been chiefly occupied 
in pushing the Electoral laws. As an evidence 
of the strength of the Government, it may be 
mentioned that an attempt to censure the Minis. 
ter, for calling out the troops on the 2Yih of 
January, was defeated by the large majority of 
234. Public attention seems to ve divided be- 
tween the intrigues of the various parties, re- 
specting the elections, and the proceedings of the 
high court at Bourges. Barbes and Blane, with 
other state prisoners, have been transierred to 
Bourges, which is strungly protected by troops. 
The account of accusation against the prisoners 
has been published, and recapitulates all the acts 
of the accused on the menorauvle 4th aud 1d.n of 
May last, on which latier day, it will be rewein- 
bered, Barbes aud Louis Blane invaded the Na- 
tional Assembly, and succeeded, for a few hours, 
in seizing the reins of Government. ‘There can 
be no doubt that the guileol most of the prisoners 
will be clearly established, and it is supposed to 
be the intention of Government, should any of the 
prisoners be sentenced to transportation, to send 
them to the Marquesas Isla. ds. The trials eom- 
menced on the 7ih instant, when (he Court was 
coustituted, and such was the imlerest excited, 
that even reporters from the United States al- 
tended, to take notes. The celevrated Viducq is 
one of tue witnesses, as also Lamartine, Arago, 
Marrast,and about two huudred others. Jt 13 
thought that the trial wiil elicit some curious 
facts, relating to the Provisional Government of 
last year. 

An interesting debate took place in the Assem- 
bly on the Sth, with reference to the att.tude to 
be taken by France in relation to Rume and ‘T'us- 
cany, aud which is the cause of much uneasiness 
at present, in which MM. Lamartine, Drouin, 
Delhuys, Ledru Rollin, General Cavatgnac, and 
others, took part. We have a report of the first 
day’s proceedings al the triai of tue prisoners tor 
political offeuces at Bourges, but there were vo 
cases elicited of geveral interest. Lt is asserted 
that the French Goverument have resolved to 
wichdraw the troops trum the Isluud of Taniu. 

The marriage ot Gen. Cavaignac with Madame 
Baudin, widow of the former Receiver Geueral 
and Bauker of that name, is talked of in the 
fashionavie circles of Paris. Madame Bauuin 
possesses a privule fortune, which is estimated at 
ihree million francs. 

‘l ue Continent.—The Continental news will 
be read with more than ordimary interest, and 1s 
in factof the bighest importunce. Perhaps the 
most striking feature is the march of the Lupe- 
rial Guard of Russia from St. Petersburg. These 
inen, numbering filly-two thousand strong, have 
not quilted the capital since 1831. ‘hey have 
proceeded through Wilna to the trontier, and will 
wo doubt take such a position as to be able to 
keep in check the disatfected on the Prussian 
irontier, Support the lmperialists in (he Hunga- 
rian Struggie, and assume such an alintude as 
shall plainiy indicate the intention of the Czar to 
control, as much a8 pussibvie, avy dispositiun to 
revive the scenes which so unbappily occurred 
during the Jast year. A Russian note has ap- 












































































— 


eared, 
of adhe! 
tempt to 
The en 
Transy! 
the Czal 
change 
with the 
tice of | 
and the 
jonger t 
The | 
are con 
very dc 
will agé 
that th 
mainta 
mil the 
upless | 
The 
the 261 
ticular 
The 
wilh Vv 
the G 
carry 
the R 
Herm: 
place- 
two d: 
imper 
Kepor 
gatem 
the Is 
for Hi 
440,01 
ditlicu 
the le 
remot 
Hung 
Sne | 
and § 
the c 
over 
Th 
repu 
Fiore 
form 
Duk 
has € 
tuo re 
clare 
to Db! 
lious 


T 








nies 
row- 
rush 
hole, 
able 


oO be 
pied 
ence 
’ De 
inis. 
h of 
y of 
| be- 
re- 
the 
vith 
| to 
Ops. 
ners 
acts 
i of 
ein- 
Na- 
urs, 
Can 
ers 
to 
the 
end 
)m- 
vas 
ed, 
al- 
j is 
5° 
| 
us 
of 


it 
LO 
nm 
4< 
is 
,O 
LO 
d 





NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 


205 








eared, in which the Czar declares his resolution 
of adhering to the treaties of 1815, and any at- 
tempt to infringe them, he will deem a casus bellt. 
The entrance of 10,000 troops Into Austrian 
Transylvania, only evidences the disposition of 
the Czar, who assuredly will not consent to any 
change in the territorial divisions of Italy, unless 
with the entire consent of Austria. The armis- 
tice of Malmo will cease after the 26th of March, 
and the King of Prussia declares that he will no 
jonger be bound by it. 

The Danes are ready to resume hostilities, and 
are concentrating large forces at Koldnig. It is 
yery doubtful, however, whether the belligerents 
will again come to hlows. We cannot doubt but 
that the Danish right to the Duchies will be 
maintained inviolate. Russia has refused to ad- 
mit the Schleswig-Holstein vessels into her ports, 
unless under the Danish flag. 

The King of Prussia opened the Chambers on 
the 26th ult. The royal speech possesses no par- 
ticular feature. 

The Austrian war in Hungary has proceeded 
with variable success. Inthe South of Hungary, 
the German population, finding the insurgents 
carrying destruction in every quarter, called on 
the Russians, who now occupy Kronstact and 
Hermanstadt. Several serious batties have taken 
place—one in the neighborhood of Erlau, lasting 
two days, with considerable slaughter; and the 
imperialists seemed to have had the advantage. 
Reporis have been circulated, that, in one en- 
gatement, Bem had both his legs shot off; but 
the last report is, that he had left Transylvania 
for Hungary. As the insurgent troops amount to 


Barbachano, that each private should be paid 
eight dollars a month, should receive a suit of 
clothes every three months, and, at the expira 
tion of the term of service, 320 acres of tand. 
The regiment was between three and four months 
in service. During that time they had several! 
engagements with the Indians, and from Tekax 
to Tihosuco and Valladolid, drove the enemy 
before them, until they now have possession of 
no position of importance, excalar, near Belize, 
Honduras. 

The regiment was besieged eight days in Tiho- 
suco, and during that time was reduced to such 
| an extremity, that officers and privates had no- 
thing to eat but cats and dogs. In the several 
engagements, the loss in killed and wounded was 
from 60 to 70, and from a hundred to a hundred 
and fifty were wounded. Although continually 
suffering hardships, owing to the salubrity of the 
climate, but few of the men fell by disease. 
Alter all this, the only requital offered the men 
is the paltry sum of ten dollars each. Barba- 
chano pleaded the poverty of the treasury, and 
Col. White, finding there was no prospect of the 
stipulations entered into with the regiment being 
fulfilled, at once requested that it should be dis- 
banded, which was acceded to. 

The Delta also says, that four officers and ele- 
| ven men were wounded in the battle of the 25th 
December, of whom six had died ; among them 
were Lieuts. Campbell and Gallagher. 

Intelligence had been received that, in conse- 
quence cf the scarcity of breadstutts, and parti- 
'cularly corn, Governur Barbachano had issued 
a decree ordering that description of grain to be 





440,000 men split up into many divisions, it is 
diflicuit (o ascertuin the actual progress ol the war, 


admitted free of duty and of all other govern 


———$——— 


Reciprocal Trade.—The St. Lawrence Republi- 
can, in publishing the following bill, recently in- 
troduced in the Canadian Parliament, says: It1s 
worthy of the sge when nations shall emulate 
and rival each other in good deeds that redound 
to the mutual advantage of both countries, in- 
stead of encouraging a spirit of animosity that 
leads to war and violence, producing a harvest of 
glory to princes and conquerors Sut exhausting 
the energies and destroying the productions of 
industry :— 


An Act to provide for the free admission of certain ar- 
ticles of the growth or production of the United 
Slates of America, inte Canada, whenever similar 
articles, the growth and production of Canada, 
shal! be admitted without duty into said States. 


Whereas, a bill bas been introduced into the 
Congress of the United States of America, hav- 
ing for its object the removal of the duties now 
levied on the articles enumerated in the schedule 
to this Act annexed, being of the growth and 
production of Canada, whenever and so long as. 
similar articles being of the growth and produc- 
tion of the United States, shall be admitted into 
Canada, free of duty; And whereas, itis desira- 
ble to meet this proposition on the part of the 
United States, by a corresponding action on the 
part of this Province, Be it therefore enacted, &c. 

That whenever under any law of the United 
States of America, heretofore passed or hereaf- 
ter to be passed, the articles enumerated in the 
schedule to this Act annexed, being the growth 
or production of this Province, shall be admitted 
free of duly into the said United States of Ame- 
rica, then similar articles, being the growth or 











/ment imports, for one year from the date of de- 











production of the said United States, shall be 


the termination of which seemed still to be very | 
remote. Whilst Austria is pushing on the war in 

Hungary, she is not unmindiul of Italian affairs. | 
She has marched a body of troops into Ferrara, 
and seized upon the city, and levied a fine upon 
the citizens of 200,000 scudi, which she handed | 
over lo the Pope. 

The revolution of Tuscany is complete. The 
republic has been proclaimed at Leghorn and 
Fiorence, and a central lialian republic has been 
formed, in union with the Romans. The Grand 
Duke has protested against this revolution, and 
has entreated all the powers of Europe to refuse 
tu recognize the new authorities, which he de- 
clares to be a vivlalion of the constitution agreed 
to by all parties last year, committed by a fac. 
lious minorily. 

The Prince of Canino has been elected Vice 
President of the Republic of Rome. 

The Pope, alter halting between abdication 
and soliciting foreign intervention, lias now, it ts 
said, made an application to Austria, and it 1s 
coulideatly stated that Spain is about to send a | 
division of 10,000 men to aid in restoring his | 
Holiness. ‘Ihe latest intelligence from Italy | 
states that the Roman ministry had communica. | 
ted to the Assembly, that a joint intervention of 
Austria, Spaio, and Naples is announced. France 
had not decided what part to take. 

Piedmont was resolved to intervene in Tuscany 
to hinder civil war, and oppose the Austrian in- 
tervention. it seems provable that Naples on 
the South, and Austria on the side of the Po, will 
overrun the Papal states, but still the question of 
Constitutional Government at Rome and Florence 
can scarcely be sellled al the point of the bayo- 
net. ‘The relations of Sardinia aud Austria add 
further difficulties to the general couiusion which 
prevails trum the foot ot the Alps to the Medi- 
terranean. At Turin all is in a distracted stale, 
Whilst Genoa seems ripe for some Republican 
movement, aud ullogetuer the elements of disor- 
der were scarcely ever more rile in ltaly than at 
ibis moment. it is only the quiet atitude of 
France, aud the peaceiul efluris of England, 
Which prevent these combustivie materials irom 
bursting into a flame, Latest intelligence from 
Vienna is to the 4th inst. Ali in the Capital 
agree in thinking thal mauy such victories as the 
Austrians wou at Eriau, would ere long bring 

ihe Magyars to the gates uf Vienna. 











From Yucatan.—Return of the American Volun- 
feers—Lhe ship Genesee arrived at New Or- 
leans on the 13th inst., from Sisal, with a de- 
tachment of 250 men of the American volunteer 
regiment, which had been disbanded. The Delta 
of the 14th says: 

Lhe disbanding of this regiment, in the man- 
ner in which it was done, is disgraceful to the 


isure asareward offered to rebellion, as an al- 


cree. 

CANADA Trovus_es.—Tie vole in the Cana- 
dian Legislature, to pay for rebellion losses, has 
created a great exciiemeut every where. A 
Loyalist meeting of 4.000 has denounced the mea- 


tempt to tax them for the benefit of those who 
fuught against them. In the discussion of the 
As:embly, Sir Allan McNap said that ‘if the 
measure were forced upon the country it would 
be a question for the people of Upper Canada to 
consider whether it would not be vetter for them 
to be governed by the people on the other side of | 
the river than bya French Cavadian majoriuiy— 
because he considered the measure a most updjust 
one,” A remonstrance from citizens of Montreal, | 
with more than 6,000 signatures, is to be presented | 
to the Governor General. Meetings cor tinue to be| 
held, for the purpose oi opposition, in most of the | 
towns and districts, especially of Canada West. | 
The language of the journals is less violent than | 
it was, but the prevaient feeling seems to be one 
of fixed and deeply seated animosily to the mea- 
sure, 


| 


Canava.—Legislative :—At a late hour on the. 
night of February 22, the assembly at Montreal | 
passed the !aw to pay to 2,176 sufferers by the 
patriot war £241,965; that is, to those who lost 
property or were inprisoned or exiled. ‘This is 
ihe government measure, and the opposition 
presses loudly afflrm that if these rebellion ue- 
bentures are issued they shall never pe paid! 


Political Condition.— The following items respect- 
ing the political slate of Canada are taken from tabu- 
lar statements, which appeared in the Toronto Globe: 

lu Upper Canada, twenty-ihree constituencies 
have returned Liberal members to the present | 
Parliament. The aggregate number of their in- | 
habitanis is 483,929. ‘he remaiming eighteen 
constituencies have returned 19 Tory members, | 
while their aggregate population is only 238,653 | 
Two to one of the innabitanis of the Province | 
have returned Liberal members. 

In Lower Canada, according to the estimate of 
the population jor 18438, each of the 42 members | 
represents 18,293. Ol these, 35 members iave 
been returned on the Liberal and 7 on the ‘Jory 
interest. ‘The Liberals represent a population vl 
706,265, and the Tory only 73,058. 

‘Lhe aggregate number of Liberal Constituen- 
cies, then, is as follows: ln Upper Canada, 483.- 
912; Lower, 595,268—total, 1,179,180. | ‘Lhe 
Yory Constituencies number 313,417—of which 
218,658 are in Upper, and 73,058 in Lower 
Canada. 

The census, according to ages make the popu- 
lation of Upper Canada 735.879. No census 
having been taken in Lower Canada since 1844, 
ab opproximaling series Of Calculatious was ne- 




















authorities of Yucatan. ‘The regiment left this 
cily, under a solemn promise tium Governor 


admitted into this Province free of duty, when 
imported direct from the said United States. 

“Ind be it enacted, That this Act shall come 
into full force and eflect upon, from and after, 
and not before, such day as shall be appointed 
for that purpose in any proclamation to be issued 
by the Governor in Council, proclaiming Her 
Majesty’s assent to this Act, by and with the ad- 
vice. ot her Privy Council, and appointing the 
day upon, trom and after which this Act shall 
come into full force and eflect. 

Schedule —Grain and breadstuffs of all kinds, 
vegetables, fruits, seeds, unimals, hides, wool, 
butler, cheese, tallow, horns, salted and fresh 
meats, ores ol all kinds of metals, ashes, timber, 
staves, wood and lumber of all kinds. 

A similar bill bas been before our national 
legislature and has been ably and eloquently ad- 
vucated by General Dix, in a speech which re- 
ceives general commendation. It is opposed, 
however, by the Southern members of Congress, 
who think they see in the propositidw for free 
trade wiih Canada a measure which may ulti- 
mately lead to the annexation of that province 
to the United States, tree territory not being re- 
garded al the South as at all desirable, 
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Massacuusetrts.—Election fur Congress in the 
Fourth District.—'lhe Governor and Council ha- 
ving examined the returns of votes for a mem- 
ber of the Thirty-first Congress, in District No. 
4, given on the Sih inst., announce officially the 
following as the result, viz :-— 





ore 


Whole number of votes, 10,605 
Necessary for a choice, 9,303 
Juhn G, Palfrey has 5,053 
Benj. ‘Thompson 3,533 
Frecerick Robinson 1,960 
All others have y 


There is no choice. West Cambridge returns 
were pot received within the tune required by 
law, and were not counted. 

Legislative. —The House of Representatives on 
the 17th inst. passed the plurality bill by a vote 
of }15to 91. The bill provides that, im the elec- 
tion of members of Congress, if no person has a 
majority of the votes on the first trial, a plurali- 
ty uf voles shall elect on the second trial. It 
also provides that Electors of President and Vice 
President shall be chosen by a plurality. 

The bill, making holders of stocks in any ‘bank 
liable in their individual capacity for the pay- 








ment and redemption of all bills issued, and re- 
maining unpaid, at the time when such bank 
shall stop payment, in proportion to the stock 
ihey may respectively hold at the time aforesaid, 











cessarily lstituled, which gave a result of 763,- 
434 inhabitants. 


has been passed, and becomea law. ‘Ihe bill 
provides also that no stockholder, who shall trans- 
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fer his shares in any bank, having reasonable | 


cause to believe that such bank is about to stop 
payment, with intent to avoid the liabilility en- 
acted by the said act, shall thereby escape such 
liability. So, also, of a stockholder who shall 
transfer his stock six months before the expira- 
tion of the charter of a bank, having reasonable 
cause to believe such bank to be insolvent, such 
transfer shall be deemed void and of no effect -o 
far as respects the liability created by the 3lst 
section of the 36th chapter of the Revised Sia- 
tutes: 


VirGintA.—The Legislature of this State ad- 
journed oa the 19th, to meet again on the 28th 
May. 

Internal Improvements.—This session has been 
marked by the aduption, says the Richmond 
Times, of an unusual number of measures of In- 
ternal Improvement; it designates the following as 
the most important which had been acted upon, 
Viz: 

The bill for the Virginia and Tennessee rail- 
road makes a State subscription of three fifths of 
the capital of three millions, or $1,80u,0uU0. 

The dill for the Blue Ridge Railroad appropri- 
ates from the treasury $100,000 annually, for 
three years, for the construction of a railroad and 
tunnel from the eastern base of the Blue Ridge, 
at Rockfish Gap, to Waynesborough, in Augusta ; 
and further, subscribes three-fifths of $150,000, or 
$90,000, for the extension of the railroad to 
Staunton. 

The bill forthe Alexandria and Orange rail- 
road subscribes an additional filth, viz. $130,000, 
for the contruction of that work ; a subscription 
of two-filths having been already authorized by 
an act of the last Legislature. 

Another bill authorizes the State’s guaranty to 
the bonds of the James River and Kanawha 
Company to the amount of $350,000 tor com. 
pleting the canal and tidewater, and of $150,000 
for completing the Rivanna and South Side con- 
nexions. 

Auother bill appropriates $60,000 for macada- 








Columbia 519 
Decatur 493 
Dooly 349 
Dade 102 
De Kalb 799 
Effingham 183 
Emanuel 155 
Early 200 
Elbert 991 
Fayetie 521 
Floyd 680 
Forsyth 629 
Franklin 363 
Glyn 132 
Gilmer 402 
Gwinnett 745 
Green 827 
Houston 697 
Harris 870 
Heard "415 
Henry 939 
Hall 521 
Habersham 425 
Hancock 473 
Irwin 86 
Jackson 561 
Jasper 4u9 
Jetlerson 607 
Jones 404 


Adams 
Alexander 
Bond 
Boone 
Brown 
Bureau 
Calhoun 
Carroll 
Cass 
Champaign 
Christian 


mizing a portion of the Staunton aod Parkersburg | Ciark 
road. Ciay 

The bills above enumerated authorize an ag- | Ciiton 
gregate appropriation of $2,920,000, and besides | Cules 
these leading measures, a large number vt ap-| Cook 
plopriations have been made for different tucn-| Crawford 
pikes, chiefly in the western part ot the State. Cumberland 

Another bill has passed which transfers the | DeKalb 
whole of the State’s stock in the Petersburg and} DeWitt 
Roanoke railroad, amounting to $323,500 tu the | DuPage 
town of Petersburg, for the purpyuse of enabling | Hugar 
it to construct a railroud to some poiwtou the | Edwards 
Richmond and Danville railroad, at or near} Kthingham 
Buikesvilie, in Prince Edward county ; in which | Fayette 
event the State will be entitled to an equivalent | Frauklin 
amount of stock in the new Company. Fulton 

Among the bills which have passed the House | Gailatin 
of Delegates within the last few days, are a| Greene 
bill appropriating $90,UU0; for the improvement} Grundy 
of the Guyandotte river; a Dil guarautying the | Hamiiton 
bonds ol the Chesapeake and Ohiv Caan! Compa- | Hancock 
ny tu the amount of $200,000 ; a bill suuseribing | Hardin 
three-fifths of $6U,0UU tor a m.cadawized road | Henry 
from Buchanav to Staunton; and a dill subscri- | Henuerson 
bing three-fifths of the capital for a ratiroad frow Iruquois 
Buchanan to the Roanoke river. Jackson 

The Senate has rejected two important bills, Jasper 
which were passed by the House ; one making a | Jetlerson 
three-filths subscription of $3U0,UUU to the Fred- | Jersey — 
ericksburg aod Biue Ridge raurvad; the other a | JO Daviess 
three-fifths subscription of $9UU,00U to the Alex. | Jvhuson 
andria and Valley (Manasseeh’s Gap) railroad. ane ‘ 

ct 
Georgia :— official Returns. babe 
Taylor. Cass. Taylor. Cass. | Lake 

Appling 63 Laurens 567 25 | LaSalle 
Bryau 123 60 Liberty 17L  132!/ Lawrence 
Bulloch 43 377 Lewudes 5U7 Ss 397 | Lee 
Baker 341 634 Lee 323 1d1 | Livingston 
Bibb 705 805 Lumpkin 652 luy7 | Logan 
Baldwin 382 = 322)—Ss Lincoln 233 120) Macon 
Butts 269 420 Mclutosh 117 9g} Macoupin 
Burke 598 215 Montgomery 231 94) Madison 
Camden lu6 220 Macon 388 271 | Marion 
Chatham 843. 741 Marion 510  477| Marshall 
Crawford 4u2 434 Muscogee 1330 856) Mason 
Campbell 281 582 Monroe 791 664) Massac 
Carroll 475 834 Meriwether 717 768) McDonough 
Coweta 822 662 Murray 799 1072) MeHeury 
Cass 983 1513 Madison 336 = 326 | McLean 
Chattooga 402 393 Morgan 467 300 | Menard 
Cherokee 660 983 Newton 1045 592) Mercer 
Cobb 862 1261 Oglethorpe 636 193 Monroe 
Clark 624 495 Pulaski 32u 423 Monigomery 


250 
350 
571 
160 
1097 
99 
207 
505 
161 
717 
673 
747 
965 
22 
854 
635 
139 
674 
403 
473 
824 
664 
778 
283 
395 
683 
512 
lll 
415 


Cass. 
2205 
212 
371 
395 
666 
3U6 
257 
222 
724 
137 
254 
759 
405 
431 
633 
1622 
5U7 
236 
374 
363 
623 
816 
113 
330 
452 
459 
1654 
537 
li2s 
207 
4738 
]u74 
237 
sU 
291 
322 
243 
228 
6U5 
454 
1435 
290 
733 
3738 
727 
446 
1233 
532 
367 
130 
309 
323 
8Y3 
l5u3 
639 
233 
4u3 
303 
416 
23 
626 
438 
315 
546 
933 


892 
420 
294 
724 
207 
595 
636 
537 
223 
150 
44 
250 
738 
414 
384 
55 
344 
641 
161 
69 
965 
741 
498 
360 
626 
293 





47,603 44,736 


Pike 828 
Paulding 352 
Putnam 399 
Randolph 780 
Rabun 55 
Richmond 908 
Stewart 926 
Sumier 733 
Scriven 265 
Telfair 160 
Tattnall 361 
Thomas 526 
Talbot 919 
Twiggs 331 
Troup 1122 
Tahaferro 388 
Upson 657 
Union 4}2 
Ware 193 
Wayne 58 
Walker 784 
Walton 544 
Wilkinson 473 
Warren 614 
Washington 692 
Wilkes 452 

44,736 





Taylor’s m. 2367 


ILuinois :— Official Returns : 


Taylor. 


1992 
101 
391 
4i4 
403 
376 
215 
426 
761 
213 
183 
741 
207 
351 
877 
17u8 
493 
190 
223 
373 
313 
82 
253 
99 
407 
139 
1635 
235 
853 
123 
125 


263 


154 
25U 
530 
1777 


392 


2120 


427 
2U 


371 


6 | 


36 
63 
67 
228 


05 
23 


3D}. 


2 
93 
134 


1220 
547 
3y2 

1053 
873 


135 
4 
4 


162 
15 
41 

7 


25 


1016 | 
| tion presented to the uational tribunals for deci- 


y4 


) 
96 | 


= ———— 
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Morgan 1309 1372 
Moultrie 191 248 
Ogle 430 682 413 
Peoria 1161 1237 368 
Perry 344 239 44 
Platt 138 132 
Pike 1636 1609 159 
Pu pe 234 224 
Pulaski 141 84 
Putnam 185 266 299 
Randolph 689 - 580 300 
Richland 331 351 
Rock Island 431 583 96 
Sangamon 1336 1943 47 
Saline 338 133 
Schuyler 804 8u7 34 
Scott 649 7u9 15 
Stelby 658 337 1 
Siark 174 214 84 
Stephenson 763 730 Mit 
St. Clair 2023 1109 63 
Tazewell 593 1097 96 
Union 503 1038 5 
Vermillion 758 942 68 
Wabash 303 456 14 
Warren 529 537 149 
Washington 577 2u4 27 
Wayne 514 320 l 
Wiate 513 674 13 
Whiteside 235 391 279 
Will 897 713 540 
W oodford 3u9 1386 52 
Winnebsgo 240 866 8U7 
Williamson 575 211 

Total, 56 629 53,215 15,804 


Cass’ majority, 3,414 


Mississirpi.—Repudiation.—The Ripley (Miss.) 
Aldvertiser, a large and extensively circulating 
newspaper says: ** The sale of the State lands 
uuder the act of the Legislature has recently been 
wliempted according to law in Jackson. It will 
be recollected by our readers that these Jands 
were donated by Congress to the Siate for the 
purposes of internal improvement, and that the 
last Legislature offered them for sale at extor- 
liunate prices, payable in Planters’ Bauk bonds— 
ihe object being to buy up the bonds with these 
jands at exorvilant prices. At the recent sale 
only a very few tracts, not allogether exceeding 
3UUU acres, found purchasers, and these were suld 
lu persons having plaplations adjacent. ‘Ihe in- 
saliavle speculators who hold ihe bonds of the 
DSiale are delermined to exact the last furthing, 
and repudiate ail compromi-e. ‘The Shylocks 
must have their pound of flesh; they will accept 
vi volhing else. ‘Lhe next Legislature, however, 
we hope, will extricate the terval improve- 
mentiuud and the interests of the State from 
tuner fangs. ‘The true imerest of the Siate is to 
sell these lands low to actual settiers, and to let 
| tue speculators, who hold the State bonds, bought 
up tor litue or wothing, all go to the devil.” 

Jt is to be hupea that the avove does not speak 
the seutueculs of any large portion of the people 
vi that State. 





Judicial, 








a el 


Tue Texas Bounpary,—The Galveston Civilian 
of the 14.0 ultimo mentions a lawsuil, of great 
interest and public luportapce. which has Deen 
ilustituted in the Uniteu States Court at Galves- 
tun. A citizen of Louisiana sued a cilizen cf the 
couply of Santa Fe as acitizen of the Siate of 
fexas. ‘The detencant pieaded, in abatement of 
the suil, that Santa Fe torms vo part of the State 
vi ‘Texas ; that, up to the Jate treaty of peace be- 
tween ihe Uniieu States and Mexico, Santa Fe 
| waS a pari of the Republic of Mexico ; and that, 
) by suid treaty, it was ceded to the United gStates, 
and now constitutes a port of its territory, aud ts 
\herelore out of the jurisdiction of the State of 
Fexas. ‘lo this plea the plawtiff bas demurred, 
| aud assigned for reasovs the revolution of ‘Texas, 
abd the actof 1836 vefining its limits 5 the jot 
| resolutions of aupexation, aud the proceedings in 
| execulion thereol; and the late treaty of peace 
| fixing the limits of the United States Beyonp the 
vouudary of ‘Texas, to the county of Santa Fe. 

**'Lhus says the Civilian, ** 1s this great ques- 





} 


] | sion. Lt will be argued immediately, and decided 
9y |i a week or two, and takea to the Supreme 


| Court at Washingion for revision, however it 


13 may be determined.”—WNational Intelligencer. 
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js tne fact. 


the suil might give rise. 


Court of the United Siates. 


February, 13849. 


was unconstitutional. 
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Tue Avien Passencer T'ax.—It is not general-| Whale and other fish oil 1,070,659 552,383 | Combs and buttons 17,026 16,461 
ly known, Says the New York Journal of Com- | Spermaceti oil 738 456 208 832) Brushes 2,967 2,160 
merce, that the recent decision of the Supreme | Whalebone 671.601 314 107| Billiard tables and appa- 
Court of the Coited States against the constitu- | Spermaceti candles 191,467 136 339 ratus 615 12 
tionality of the Ahen Passenger Tax of Massa. Umbrellas and parasols 2,150 1,916 
chusetts, and consequently of New York and $3,468,033 $1,980,663} Leather and morocco skins 
other S.ates, was Obtained through the perseve- The Forest. not sold, per Ib. 29 856 16.483 
rance ang at the expense of Robert C. Manners, |. . Fire engines and apparatus 3,443 7.686 
E.q., British Vice Consul at Boston, Yet such Skins and furs 747,145 607.780) printin 
qs Gins ; ‘ nt + ling presses and type 17,431 30,403 
. aes 64,466 162,647! Musical instruments 16.997 38,588 
The history of the case is aboutas follows: In Products of Wood. Kooks and maps 44,751 75,193 
March 1837, the question of the expediency of | Staves, shingles, boards, Paper and stationery 88,731 78.307 
enacting a law to levy atax on Alien Passengers,| hewn timber 1849911 2429,863| Paints and varnish 54,115 50,739 
was relerred to a Committee of the Massachu-| Ojher lumber 312,781 933 433| Vinegar 9 526 13,920 
setts Legislature. On the 10th of the same month, Masts and spars 23.270 129,760 | Earthen and stone ware 4,758 8,512 
Me. Manners addressed a protest to the Chair-| OQ k bark and other dye 95 355 184.126| Manufactures of glass 71.155 76.007 
man ot that Committee, representing (hat such a Ail manufactures of wood 1.495.924 2.042.695. tin 6,363 12.353 
law would be Contrary to the Convention existing | Naval stores, tar, pitch ee ras pewler and 
between the United States aod Great Britain.) rosin and turpentine , 759,221 752 303 lead 13,694 7,739 
Nevertheless a law was passed, levying a tax Ashes, pot and pearl 618 U00 466.477 | marble and 
upvo allsuch persons, of two dollars per head. PY recs Jing stone 11,220 29 466 
Mr. Manners then caused protest to be made, on 5 99f 073 6 238 657 gold and sil- . 
payment of the tax, denying its constitutionality, pe re | * wer and 
and declaring it Contrary to existing treaties. gricullure. gold leaf 4.268 6.141 
Ju 1838 Mr. Manners employed Iheodore Oiis, | Product of animals— Gold and silver coin 62,620 2 700,412 
Esq., of Boston, to bring a suit against said city, | Beet, tallow, hides, horned Artificial flowers and jew- its 
inthe name ol Captain Norris, master of a ves- cattle 2,434,003 1,905 341 elry 3,126 11.217 
sel, but with a stipulation that ne (Norris) should | Butter and cheese 1,741,770 1,361,168} Molasses 96 959 5 563 
be protected agatust all cost and cnarges to wiich | Pork (pickled), bacon, lard Trunks 5 270 6 126 
Rufus Cuvate, Kisq., live hogs 6,630 842 9,033,872 | Bricks and lime 17.623 24.174 
having been engaged to argue the case, in cun- | Horses and mules 277 949 195,195 | Domestic salt 42 333 73 274 
nection with Mr. Otis, it was argued belore the-| Sheep 29 100 20,520 Sis enema 
Supreme Court of Massachusetts; but judgment | Wool 89,460 57,497 $4,692,403 $9 586 624 
was not rendered until 1842. Lt being iu favor — o——_ Coal heb nas: 
of tue cily, an appeal was tummediately Laken, in 11,302,534 12,538,896 v7 47,112 
the tinal eae Norris Ree Lead 124.981 84 278 
p:ain NOtris, to the Supreme Vegetable Food— lee 75.457 
Beas re ene | Weient 6.049.350 2 669,175 | artictes not enumerated , 
Webster was eugaged to assist Mr. Cuoate, and | fjour 96133811 13,194,109 | v} lead, ce Merated—= 1.108984 1.137.898 
the Case WuS argued by them at Washington, in lodian corn 14395212 3.837.483 Ou Se sole ’ Bee 31 O2e 
A re-al Zument having been meal 4 301.334 1.807.601 ther articles 1,199,276 851,313 
ordered vy the Court, the Case was again argued 995 5(): ' 56K Pea DS 
by the sane couusel, last December, aud resulted ee con and small grain —— rhe at $2,308,200 $1,589,211 
in favor of Norris, on the ground thal the lax and pulse 1,600 962 376.572 Government stores to the 
As unk ae mats Biscuit or ship bread 556.266 619,096} amy from New York — 326,800 
nus tor nearly 12 years Mr. Manners has op- Potatoes 109,082 86 677 —_--—— -— 
posed the lax as unconstitutional, and for nearly | Apples 92 961 83.914| Pot.exports, dom. pro. $150,637,464 132,904,121 
fin, meee 2 ada eee ee 3.605,896 = 2,331,824 | Lowe.u.—The whole number of mills in Low 
(la ee as abuVe. Jes . 
Wuile this jiigation was pending, most owners 7.070.326 2 ell is 48, under the care of 12 Corporations « hose 
and COusiguees OL emigrant vessels paid the tax eedeten weer tp sel | aggregate Capital stock amounts to $12,110,000. 
under prutest, aud the consequence ts, that a | 4 mg at sh, | The 43 mills give employment to 7,644 iemales 
large umount of money is lo be returned to them. Cotton 93,419,843 61,998,294 | and 3,629 males—total 11,273. The whole num- 
Hemp 27,637 | ber of yards manufactured per week, is 1,732,287 





Important Decitsion.—The great land suit of 
the weirs of Duvereuil Villars vs. Jusepi M. Ken- 
bedy and others, Delug fur the Diock of grouod on 
Which the Uuited States Branch Muut is situated, 
was decided iu the Filth District Court at New 
Urieans, on the Lith iost., ia favor of the deleu- 
duits. The Picayune says: 

The United Siates Guverument is the real par- 
ly delendantin this action. ‘The suit involved 
tue lille Lo w portivn of the Third and Fourth Mu- 
Uicipaliues, pruperly worth over $15 VUU,0UU. 
This was made a lest-suil. ‘he delendants, 
Kennedy and otvers, officers in the Untied States 
Brauch Mint at New Ocieans, were represeuted 
By Levi Pierce, aud T. J. Durant, Uaied States 
Disirict Atiurney, whu catied tne First Munici- 
pality in warranty to detend the tle of the Unie 
led Siates 5 the sot ol ground iu Controversy Lav 
lig Deen donated by the First Municipality tor 
(he purpose of Duilding the minut. ‘Poe First Mu- 
Dicipaily was represented Dy C Ruselius and 

Wuvert Preux. ihe heirs of Villars were re,- 
resented vy the Hon. Heury Ciay, W. C. Micou. 
G. Schmist, Me. J. Judah of dudiana, and J. P. 
Wide, who represeuted his deceased father, te 
Hon. R. WH. Wide, who iu bis ifetime took an 
lupurian, puitimthe suit. Phe decision occu- 
Pits over lorly pages. 
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_ Domestic Exports or THE Unitep States.— 
Phe jullowiug Cumpaiatlive statement ol the ex- 
ports of the past two years, is taken irom the 
Keport of the Secretary of the Treasury made 
lo Congress in January jast: 


Fisheries—ihe seas. 


All other Agricullural products. 








Colton piece goods. 





| 1843. 1847. 
Dried fisheries, or cod fish- 
, cries $659,629 $609,482 
ickled fish, or river fishe- 
fles (herring, shad, sal- 
4.0n, mackerel) 136 221 109,31 


$4 612,597 $4,750,440 





Printed and colored 281,320 351,169 
White 3,345,902  4,5€6,559 
Nankeen 3,794 2.365 
Twist, yarn and thread 108,132 170 633 
All other manufactures of 333,375 327,479 
| $4,082,523 $5,718,205 
| Flax and Hemp— 
Ciotb and ‘I bread 477 495 
Bags and ali manufactures of 5.305 6,218 
Wearing apparel 47,1U1 574,834 


|} —viZ: 1,704,996 of Cotton ; 27,291 of Woollen; 





| 
| ‘ | 6,500 carpets and 40 rugs. ‘lhe amouni oi Cot- 
2 Yead ages bad = - i | ton consumed is 559,000 pounds per week, and of 
Brown su 25 483 ggg, | Wool 46,000 pounds. The number of yards 
gar 0,40 ' lor tad 9 5 
ladigo 10 Lue | Printed is 380,000, and of dyed 2,015,000. 
ii. at Che diflerent Companies use 25,100 tons of an- 
ne gag | thracite coal per annum, with 36 3U3 vushels of 
177,493 29,246 | charcoal and 2,790 cords of wood. They also 
Manufactures. consume 70,510 gallons of sperm oil, and 35,000 
Soap and tallow candles 606.798 670,223 | of lard ; 1,09U,U0U pounds of starch, and 766 var- 
Leather bool and stiocs 243,316 194.095 \rels of flour. ‘The buildings are warmed by 
Household furutture 225,700 297 355 | sieam. 
Coaches and other carriages 75,369 89,963 | Oiher manufactures are produced in the city, 
Hats 59,536 99,493 | to the value of $1,5U0,000—employing a capital 
Saddlery 13,102 27,435 | of $400,000, anu about 1,500 hands. ° 
Wax 161,527 134577; ‘lhe average wages oi tewales is $2 per week, 
Spirius from grain 67,751 9U,957 | clear of buard; muies 80 cents per duy. The 
beer, ale, porter and cider 65,114 73,071 | medium produce of a loom is 45 yards per day, 
Suulf anu tovacco 6538, 95U 565,595 | with No. 14 yarn: with No. 30, 33 yarcs—and 
Linseed oil and spirits of - the average per spindle }4 yards per day. 
lurpentine 498,110 331404) ‘The Miuvulesex Company make use annually of 
Cordage 27,054 29 911 | 6,000,000 teasels , 1,716,000 puunds oi fine wool ; 
lron—pig, bar and nails 163 817 154,036 | SU UUU Ibs. glue, $60 VUU worih ol dye stufis, and 
castings 68 559 53,158 | $17,000 worth vi suap. The same Company also 
all manufactures of 929,778 1,022,408 | cousume at their Wamesit Carpet Mull on the 
Spirits, from molasses 293 6U9 269,467 | Concord River, 93,000 ibs. coarse wool, and 36,- 
Sugar, refiued 124,574 293 YUU | 4UU los. worsteu yaru—producing 91,000 yards of 
Chucolate 1,653 2 2U7 | ligtain carpeting. 
Guppowder 88 397 125,263; ‘Ihere are two Institutions for the savings of 
Copper and brass 64,950 61,468 | the operatives— the Lowell and the City. The 
Meuicinal drugs 165,793 210,551) lormer bad on deposit in September Jast, $952,- 


250, irom 5,066 depusitors. ‘Ihe * City” was 
been Ib Operatiun only since March, 1848 ; yet 
tad on deposit on the Ist of January lasi $27,717, 
irum@ 299 persons—most ol the depusitors in Doth 
Danks veing the Sactory operatives. 

A hospital, established by the several manu- 
faciuring Corporations, is always open for the 
couvetiience and comfort of nose employed by 
the different Companies. Jt is under the super- 
inlendence of one of the best surgeons and phy- 
siciaus, and is said to be in a flourisi ing condi- 
lion. 

‘The population of Lowell, nineteen years ago, 
was a little Over 3,500 ; now it is estimated al 
35,000.— Lowell Courier. 
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Duration or Human Lire —In an address res | 
cently delivered before the State Medical So- 
ciety of New York, by Dr. Alexander H. Ste- 
vens, it was stated that throughout the civilized 
world the duration of human /ife has imecreased, 
and is steadily increasing, with the advancement 
and diffusion of medical science. The following 
extract, embodying some very interesting statis- 
tics upon this subject, is from the address re- 
ferred to:— 


**In the city of Geneva, in the 16th century, 
one individual in 25 died annually. For the 18th 
century, one in 34; atthe present time, one in 
46. With us the mortality is greater. I esti- 
mate it at one in 40, the proportion of childhood 
being larger, and childhood being the period of 
the greatest mortality. In the British navy, 
among adults, none of whom are very aged, the 
mortality is only about one in 100. Seventy 
years ago the mortality in the British navy was 
one in every ten. In 1808, one in 30; 1836, 13 
8-10, among 1,000; a diminution to less than a 
seventh of the rate in 1770. In the American 
army, with a corps of medical officers not ex 
celled by that of any other country, the mortali- 
ty 1s little over one in 300 per annum. In 
London the mortality in the middle of the last 
century was one in 32. In the year 1838, the 
mortality was one in 36. I quote from the an- 
nual report of the Register General. Within 
the last twenty years the mortality of Russia has 
been one in 27; Prussia, one in 36; France, one 
in 39.07; Holland, one in 39; Belgium, one in| 
43 01; England, one in 53 07; Sicily, one in 32; | 
Greece; cne in 30; Philadelphia, one in 42 03 ; | 
Boston, one in 45; New York, one in 27.83. 
The immigrants have made our (New York) 
mortality greater than that of our sister cilies ; | 
in other respects it has diminished with the ad 
vance of medical science. These statistical stale- 
ments might be multiplied at great length; but 
enough have been given to stow conclusively 
the prodigious extent to which human life has 
been lengthened, with the advance and diffusion 
of medical science, beyond its duration in for- 
mer periods, and beyond its present duration in 
the less enlightened countries of Europe.” 





Post Orrice in Enctann.—The following ta- 
ble showing the gradual but constant increase of 
post office communication in England since the 
introduction of the penny postage system, may 
not be uninteresting to our readers, now that an 
endeavor appears to be making to reduce our 
postage lo sumething like a similar rate: 


Annual increase. 
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Propuce at Cuicaco.—The following table 
furnishes the amounts of wheat in store at Chi- 
cago on the first of March during the five years 
past; also the prices of wheat and freights to 
Buffalo, and the date at which the navigation 
was open and vessels cleared :— 


Years. Bushels. Price of Freight, Opening of 
wheat. to Buff. Navigat'n. 

1845 260,000 62 6a7 March 25. 

1846 682,133 785 15a16 April 13. 

1847 643,000 75a78 125 13 do 

1848 380,000 65268 8a Y do 

1849 618,500 56464 13a 16 


There also in store 18,000 barrels of flour 
which, if added to the stock of wheat on hand 
would make the aggregate of wheat to exceed 
700,000 bushels; and this, although but little less 
than half the crop remains in the hands of the 
growers, awaiting the opportunity to thresh it out 
and send it to market. 


New Bedford, Massachusetts.—The imports of 
Sperm oil, whale oil and whalebone into the 
Uniied States for January and February 1849 is, 
as follows: Sperm Oil, 11,342; Whale Oil, 25,- 
254 ; and Whalebone, 151,6U0. 


Commerce or Mosite.—The exports of Cot- 
ton from Mobile to foreign ports for the six 
months, ending 28th February, have been as fol- 
lows: 


To Great Britain. 


Bales. Pounds. Value 
63.955 32,570,452 $1,860,511 51 
46,705 23,933,278 1,366,202 09 
Total 110,693 56,803,730 $3,226,713 90 
To France. 
In Amer. vessels 23,333 11,997,142 $682,460 91 
To other ports. 


In Amer. vessels 6,244 3,193,997 


In Amer. vessels 
British do 








171,078 46 





Spanish do 6,340 3,026 581 185,246 25 
British do 1,279 662,820 37,504 OU 
Total 13,563 6,890,398 $393 828 71 





Total 3 mos. to 
Feb. 28 49 147,889 75,691,270 $4,303,003 52 
Total 3 mos. to 
Nov. 30 °43 21,724 16,034,062 


—- _ 


866,097 2u 


ee 








Total since Sept. 
1, 1843 179,613 91,725,332 $5,169,100 72 





ont an: 
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Villions.* Millions. Per cent. 
1839 76 
1840 169 93 123 
1841 196! 271 36 
1842 X81 12 16 
1843 22)5 12 16 
1844 242 Q1t 28 
1845 272} 294 39 
1846 299! 28 37 
1847 322 Q21 30 
1848 329 7 y 


* ‘This is exclusive of about six and a half millions 
of frances. ‘The trankiug privilege was abolished 
when the penny postage system was adopted. 


Smacyt Ho.pines In France.—France contains 
92,0UU,00J cullivatable acres, of which six mil- 


lions are under forests, leaving 86 millions divi- | 


ded thus: 


3,000,000 families cultivating their 
estates of a liltle more than six 
acres, possessing allogether 

800,000 families cultivating little more 
that 26 acres each, say 

1,000,000 families cuilivating their 
lund, through tenants, on the condi- 
tions following : 

By metayers, at half produce, about 30,000,000 

By general lea-es to middlemen, with 
privilege of subletting 

By special leases to tenants, without 
privilege of sublettung 


20,000,000 
20,000 000 


6,000,000 


10,000,000 | feise where 





84,000,000 | 


Commerce or Catirornia.—We have looked 
(over a record of arrivals and departures of ves« 
sels at the port of Monterey, California, kept by 
‘an officer of the United States Navy, during a 
period of thirteen months, the entries commenc- 
ing on the 8th of September, 1847, and ending 
(on the 9th of October, 1848. The number of 
vessels that arrived were as follows: ships, 16 ; 
barques, 11; brigs, 24; schooners, 16; 1n all, 67 
vessels. Of these, 12 were United States vessels 
of war, leaving a total of 55 merchant vessels, 
with atonnage of 11,504 tons. Of the total num- 
ber of vessels, 41 were American; 11 Hawanian, 
| (Sandwich Islanders); 6 Peruvian; 3 Chilian; 2 
| English ; 1 Spanish; 1 French; 1 Mexican; and 
], nation not mentioned. 

| During tie period mentioned, the amount of 
ees cvilected (tonnage and customs) by United 
States officers in all Upper California, was avout 
$12U,0U0; of which sum $25 000 was collected 
| at Monterey.— Phila. North American. 





CorFee, Sugar anp Mo.rasses.—The follow- 
ing, trom a Havana Circular, shows the export 
ot Coffee, Sugar, and Molasses, from Havana and 
| Matanzas, during the past two vears : 


From Havana. Matanzas. 





| 
| Coffee, to 
| 


on oe -_---“~-- or 


r . 
id47. 1848, 1547. 1548. 


|U. States arr. 80,200 44,586 17,492 2,065 
| Great Britain 1,333 176 7 
| N. of europe 24,317 4,495 53,039 2,260 
(S.of kurope 204,232 60,813 21535 3,435 
| Elsewhere 13,920 8,192 9.162 639 


| 


| 








Totals 326,062 118,262 101,578 8,456 

| Sugar, to 

|U. states bxs. 173,113 133,147 117,045 99,473 
70,870 70,100 63.933 32,067 


| Great Britain 
| N. of Europe 
S. of lkurope 


226,451 257,734 126,545 130,663 
162,226 183,206 56,903 46,712 
12,063 15, 9u2 5,358 4,713 


} 
| ee — = —_—— 


614,853 683989 361,914 313,633 





Totals 


Molasses, to 


United States hhds. 47,584 
Great Britain 1 682 
Other places 4,953 

Total 54,219 


Fresh American Pork in IRELAND.—Pork 
packed in ice from the United States, has been 
imported into Dublin, and arrived perfectly 3 weet 
and fresh. In reference to this, the Freemen’s 


Journal says: 


We notice this importation as significant of 
what we are coming to in Ireland. Ireland, 
which a few years ago, used to export pigs by 
millions to England, now imports not only saijt 
pork and bacon, but even fresh pork from Ame. 
rica. Ireland, which was the granary of Eng. 
land, now feeds her own people with flour and 
Indian corn from America. 


Cuspa.—lIls trade with the United Slates.—The 
Island of Cuba is the same in size as England, 
and its trade with the United States should be 
nearly as great. But the blind, monopolizing 
policy of Spain keeps out the commerce of this 
country, and depresses and impoverishes the is- 
land by numerous exactions and tariffs. Suiill, 
such is the natural productiveness of Cuba, and 
such the enterprise of its inhabitants, that the 
imports and exports each amount to more than 
$22 000,000 annually. ‘They were in the year 
1347 as follows: 


Imports. Exports. 
Provisions $9 006,854 State pro- 
Cotton goods =. 2,329.857 ducts $20,837,278 
Linen goods 2,462,844 Frui's and ve- 








Wooullen goods 431,115 — getable 100,825 
Silk good 427,567 Woods 440 226 
Lumber 1,526,251 Metallic ores 209,235 
Metallic articles 2,093 529 Foreign prod. J€1, 508 
Leather do 513,411 Manufactures 251,514 
Railroad do 62,365 
Sugar mull do 133,885 
Miscellaneous 3,637,955 

Total $22,621,397 Total $22,000,536 
Of the above, the imports from the Uni- 

ted States were $5,746,233 
And the exports to the United States 5 609,648 


‘l'‘onnage, both clearances and entrances = 1,134,195 
Ot this, the portion belonging to the Unt "1 

ted States was 476,773 
Other than that of United States 657,425 

These age official statements, and they show 
that one-fourth of the trade of Cuba, and near 
one-half of its tonnage, is from our own country. 
Let us now inquire what would be the commerce 
between that island and these States, providing 
the restriciicns of old Spain should be bought out 
by Cuba and the United States, and a free inter- 
course opened, the same as the Northern States 
now happily enjoy with Florida and Louisiane, 
both formerly Spanish possessions: for, during 
the last forty years of the colonial history of 
Louisiana, it was Spanish: that is, from 1763 
until the beginning of the present century, Just 
as ii was about to fall into our hands. Florida 
was purchased so late as 1319. 

The population of Cuba, in 1346, was follows : 

W hites 425,767 
Free blacks 149,226 


. Males 201,031 sabe 
Sl.ves Femaies 23,7484 323,179 





Total 898,772 © 
The whites, it will be seen, are the largest 
class, and not the slaves, as in two of our South- 


ern States. 
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